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President’s message for December 2020

Another active month for our club. The
fall leaves tour was excellent. Not only
the pretty colors, but the awesome park
and company at the end. Many of us
were glad that Pat was not counting how
many cookies we took. Several were
seen going back to the well, myself included.
I had this month’s message all planned
out about involving the youth in our hobby. My son bought a 2013 Mustang GT, 5.0 Liter, 6 speed manual transmission. I, too,
bought a Mustang at his age. The 1966 GT convertible that I still have. Pop bought a 1965
Mustang convertible in 1965 when he was working at the Metuchen assembly plant building
Mustangs. He still drives a 1965 Mustang. And my brother bought a 1993 Cobra Mustang
back when he was 20 – and still has it. Justin joined the family tradition with his Mustang.
Proudly, he joined our fall leaves tour with his new car. Not quite a Model T, but it is how I got
my start, and a great step towards young people heading to our hobby.
What I had not planned is how I am going to turn this message into a safety message. Justin
escaped without a scratch, but the insurance company just totaled his beautiful Mustang. He
was not speeding, or, in his words, “doing anything stupid,” but he took that Mustang 75 feet
down a ravine off Skyline Blvd. The result of a miss shift that locked up the wheels, we are
chalking it up to inexperience. He reports he has learned lots, and will come back even
stronger, perhaps with a Boss 302. Justin, we will talk.
We talk lots about maintaining our Ts mechanically. But, while many of us have driven Ts for
years, some are just starting out. Admittedly, I took my T around the block hundreds of times
before ever venturing out of the neighborhood. Is it the brake or the gas pedal?????? Driving a T is not hard, but different. Let’s help our new drivers get comfortable. I, for one, am up
for driving around with a new driver anytime.
I also want to thank you all for re-electing me. I realize there was not much competition, but a
complement regardless. Thank you all for your support, and if there is something else you
would like to see, please call me.

Barbara
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SCVMTFC General Zoom Meeting
Nov. 20, 2020
Pres. Barbara Beach called the meeting to order at 7:34
Sec. Pat Meneely read the Bd. Minutes from Nov. 16, 2020. Corrections – Rob Guzzetta’s Packard is a 1928, thanks Ed Archer.
Reading – Chuck Christensen read several helpful hints from the Ingenious Inventions of Domestic Utility!
VP – Oliver Johnson presented the slate of members running for the board for 2020. This will be
voted on under new business.

Treas. Mary Beaman stated that we still have funds in our accounts.
Backfire - Jim Boyden is emailing out about 100 newsletters and sending by snail mail about 10! Kirk Rolf Bohan from Milpitas bought long time
member Dave Otewalt’s 2 door blue sedan. We miss you Dave. Kirk, you are invited to attend our meetings on zoom.
Tours – Bob Meneely thanked everyone who attended our Fall Leaves Tour. We had a great turnout. Thanks Rob Guzzetta for a good video and
pics from the tour! Dan Smith will be leading a Christmas Lights Tour on Dec. 19. Stay tuned. Bob will have a Great Circle One Turn Last Chance
Tour Dec. 27, 2020.
July9-21, 2021 will be the National Spokane Tour. The McKenzies have moved to Spokane so hopefully we will see them next July!
PR – Allan Greenberg stated that we have had two Public Relations events this year. On Aug. 26 there was a drive by to celebrate Sam Seibert’s
101 birthday! On Oct. 31 there was a driving Halloween Tour in Campbell!
AAHP – Allan Greenberg stated that hopefully the event will be in Sept. 2021.
Refreshments – Bill Bratt stated that we still have supplies of plates, cups and napkins if we can ever have a live meeting again!
Sunshine – Helen Christensen had good news everyone seems to be healthy!
New Business – Barbara Beach stated that renewing members for 2021 will only pay $10.00 dues. Send your check to membership Ivan Jorgensen in Campbell.
Oliver Johnson read the slate of members running for office: Pres- Barbara Beach, VPOliver Johnson, Sec.-Bill Bratt, Treas. –Mary Beaman, Backfire Ed-Jim Boyden.
Ed Archer made a motion that we vote on the white ballot for all nominees. Mary Beaman made a second. The vote was unanimous! Congratulations!
There will be an installation of officers at the Dec. General Zoom Meeting.
Birthdays – Oliver Johnson and Lucy Greenberg
Ray Fontaine had a question regarding his brakes on his T. Every time he tried to stop the brake pedal went all the way to the floor boards and
did not stop. Several members asked questions and made suggestions but no solution was found.
Ed Archer has a 1926 coupe Model T with older restoration for sale for $7,500.
Meeting was adjourned at 8:12
Next General Meeting wil be Dec.18, 2020 at 7:30.
Next Bd. Meeting will be Jan.11, 2021 at 7:30.
Respectfully submitted
Secretary Pat Meneely
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2020 CALENDAR
BOLD)

(SCVMTFC Tours & Events noted in

Dec 18 (Fri), SCVMTFC General Meeting on Zoom, 7:30pm, watch for the email with the link.
Dec 12 (Sat), SCVMTFC Xmas Lights Tour. Meet at Bill’s Cafe (302 N. Bascom Ave, S.J.) at 6:00
PM, leave at 6:30. Contact is Dan Smith @ 408-287-3908. If it should by chance be raining, no tour.
Dec 27 (Sun), SCVMTFC Great Circle One Turn Last Chance Driving Tour. This will be a flatland driving tour. How can you do a tour with only one turn? Come and find out. There will be a little contest to participate in with a PRIZE!! And of course, Pat will pass out something somewhere at
some time. Meet at 10:00AM in the parking lot at the NW corner of Hillsdale Ave and Ross Ave in
San Jose. Leave at 10:30. If it is raining, we will flip the tour over to January.

2021 CALENDAR
BOLD)

(SCVMTFC Tours & Events noted in

Jan 15-28. Joshua Tree Tour. Hosted by Model T Ford Club of Southern California. One day touring
Joshua Tree National Park and another going to the Palm Springs Air Museum for a special docent
led tour of their extensive collection, followed by lunch above Palm Springs at the Ritz Carlton Resort. Monday morning's route is yet to be sketched out but there are many fun drives in the
Coachella Valley. Rooms have been reserved at the Desert Hot Springs Spa Hotel, 10805 Palm
Dr, Desert Hot Springs, California 92240. The rate is just $312.95 for three nights, including tax, for
an upstairs, two-queen room. Other rooms and rates are available at additional charge. (Note, there
is no elevator.) Plan to arrive Friday evening for an early Saturday morning departure. Call Desert
Hot Springs Spa Hotel (760) 329-6000. Reference Model T Ford Club, Group Code 135083. The
special rate expires on December 31, 2020, so book early if you plan to go. Tour fee is $35.00 per
person. Contact Lee or Steven Chase (323) 497-0601. Or NewNorthSouth@gmail.co .
July 9-14, 2021, MTFCA National Tour, Spokane, WA Keep your fingers crossed.
Attached are three photos of the August 29, 2020 birthday celebration of retired captain Sam Seibert who turned 101. Allan and
Lucy along with Troed and Noreen drove their Model Ts by Old Fire Station One (now the SJ Fire Museum) to wish him well.
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Fall Leaves Tour
November 15, 2020. I put the Fall Leaves Tour on the calendar back in September. I chose a starting place and time but had no idea where we
would go. When the first of November rolled around, I began to get a little nervous, still no idea where to go. Then as luck would have it, Pat
went down to San Jose on an errand and I got a phone call. “You have to see the leaves on Foxworthy, they are spectacular!” And so we settled on a tour through the Cambrian Park area. Street after street is planted with liquid amber and pistache trees, which really turn orange and
red and yellow in the fall.
November 15 dawned with a clear day and bright blue sky and a warming trend. Lucky for us, as the days leading up to it had been rather ominous, chilly and overcast with temperatures way below normal. 12 cars showed up at the 76 station in Saratoga, 3 Model T’s, a Model A, a Model B, and 7 modern cars. We were greatly entertained by Troed’s two new little eight week old puppies. Who can resist a little wiggly ball of fur
with those cute little faces and appropriate Model T names, Coupe and Roadster? At the appointed time, we hit the road in search of leaves.
We picked up the 13th car on our way, Rob Guzzetta’s ’28 Packard. Incidentally, Rob took some really great pictures along the way and caught
a video also. Check out the website.

Our route took us through Los Gatos, down Winchester to Lark to Bascom to Foxworthy and into the Cambrian Park area. We did a number of
loops back and forth and then headed south to Lone Tree Park, a nice little park with Fall color and widely spaced picnic tables. Most folks
brought Picnic lunches, some sat in the shade, some opted for the sun, temperature was about 65 degrees, very pleasant. Two driving patches
were passed out, one to Lynn Alens for his fire truck parades, the second to Ray Fontaine for the 49er museum tour way back in February.
We passed around a couple of whatzits, which nobody could identify, (see if you can) and cookies, as promised, from Pat’s kitchen. Great November day, sometimes you just get lucky. Bob Meneely
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‘Some candid photos from the Fall Leaves Tour

Showing off Coupe and Roadster

President Barbara and Dad

Whatzit No. 1
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Whatzit No. 2

The Bradford Model T Girls at the 1939 New York World’s Fair in their ‘Silver Streak’ 1926 Ford
Model T. The car is now owned by John Butte, whose mother, Regina Fennell Butte, is at center
(second tallest in the photo). John Butte, 71, a retired Caterpillar executive from Dunlap, Ill., on
the 1926 “Bradford Model T Girls” Ford, as told to A.J. Baime.
People talk about how the Model T changed the world. To me, this story is an example of how that

happened. From 1934 to 1942, every summer a group of women in their 20s from Bradford, Ill.,
would take a trip...This 1926 ‘Silver Streak’ still has the graffiti from the young women who drove
it on adventures from the New York World’s Fair to Henry Ford’s front door. (To read full story
Google “Bradford Model T Girls)

John Butte
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An interesting Model T restoration story from the Rose City Model T Club forwarded by Bill Bratt

Page 9

Page 10

BOB RAMOS ?
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For Sale
Helping a friend sell her deceased husband’s 1926 Ford Model T Coupe. Des Patton was a long
time member of the Northern California Model T Ford Club and this was favorite car. The car is
located in Hayward, CA. and is an older restoration, very well done. Has a Ruckstell rear end,
Rocky Mountain brakes, varnished wood spoke wheels, Motometer and dog bone radiator cap,
dash lamp, leather crank holder, year of manufacture license plates and chrome plating on all
interior window trim, like new interior upholstery. Exterior paint is Green with black fenders and
chassis Low miles on a rebuilt engine.
Price is $9,500.00 Ed Archer 510 581 4911 Email karened4@att.net

Small bunch of Model T parts for sale in Hayward. Late model engine, complete speedometer set up
(speedo, cable swivel, and gears), other small parts. $600 for all. Contact Ed Archer 510 581 4911.
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