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Jim and Jean Boydens’ 1924 Fordor, See their story on page 5
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The official newsletter of the Santa
Clara Valley Model T Ford Club.
The SCVMTFC is a chapter of the
Model T Ford Club of America. The
club was founded in 1969 to promote
the history, and the enjoyment of Henry
Ford’s Famous Model T. General
meetings are held the third Friday of
each month at 7:30 p.m. at the First
Republic Bank, 400 So. San Antonio
Rd. Los Altos CA. Visitors are always
welcome– you don’t have to own a
Model T to belong or to visit.
Membership dues are $30 per year.
Send dues to Ivan Jorgensen, 475
Sunnyoak Ave. Campbell, CA 95008.
Membership in the Model T Ford Club
of America is encouraged. Dues are
$40 per year. Send dues to MTFCA
P.O. Box 996, Richmond, IN 473750996.

1920 Officers
President:

Barbara Beach (408) 887-4857

Vice Pres.

Oliver Johnson (650) 269-1518

Secretary

Pat Meneely

(650) 776-6085

Treasurer

Mary Beaman

(408) 996-3110

B’fire Editor Jim Boyden

(408) 268-4872

Coordinators
Touring

Bob/Pat Meneely (650) 776-6085

Programs

Open

Membership Ivan Jorgensen

(408) 874-6373

Tech & Safety Dan Smith
Endurance Run Oliver Johnson (650) 269-1518
Lowland Tour Peder Jorgenson (408)358-3398
Librarian

Dick Hess

(408) 354-5321

Webmaster Nikkie Gulko

(408) 644-6098

Refreshments Bill Bratt

(650) 341-8859

Historian

Lucy Greenberg

(408) 997-0879

Sunshine Helen Christensen

(408) 739-8424

Public Relations Allan Greenberg (408) 997-0879
AAHP Chair Peder&Maria Jorgensen (408) 358-3398
AAHP CoChair Allan&Lucy Greenberg (408) 997-0879

Past President Dan Gulko

(408)644-6098

Send submittals for the Backfire to
jimboyden@aol.com
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President’s Message for February issue
Here we are in 2020 ready to share our hobby. I
pulled off the first meeting of the year. We all had a
great time hearing about spinning distributors, gas
leaks, and most of all, Model T lighting from Dan
Smith. Speaking of programs, thanks to Ed Archer
for volunteering for the next meeting’s program. Ed
Barbara Beach, President
is full of intriguing stories and I have a feeling the
next meeting won’t be the only Ed story of the year.
I would like to shout out the biggest thanks to Jim Boyden for taking on the job of
Backfire editor. It is such an important job and the club is grateful. We look forward to
Jim’s idea of including a feature story about a member and how they got involved in
the Model T hobby. Please feel free to contact Jim with your stories.
Condolences to all the friends of Model A club member John Polland. Respectfully,
our January tour was moved to accommodate his Celebration of Life. Please look at
the schedule of events for the makeup tour date.
I have to admit, I am getting a bit of cabin fever waiting for warmer weather to drive in.
Some of you have heaters in your Ts, I do not. But next sunny day, the T will be
picking up at the kids’ soccer practice. It is endearing to hear you all call me “Madame
President,” and to see you all smile as you say it. Thank you for supporting this
“rookie” president. And - Todd is settling into the “First Lady” jokes.

Dues are Due
If you haven’t already done so, send
your membership renewal check for
$30 payable to SCVMTFC to Ivan
Jorgensen, 475 Sunnyoaks
Ave.,Campbell, CA 95008.
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SCVMTFC General Meeting
Friday, Jan. 17, 2020
Meeting called to order at 7:30 pm by Pres. Barbara Beach
Are there any guests present? No
Have there been any breakdowns or T tidbits you want to share?
Barbara had a gasoline leak. So, after searching under her car she discovered
that a neoprene seal had failed. After replacing the seal, all was well. Jim
Boyden on the way to the Last Chance Tour seized the bearing in his distributor
and wound up the spark plug wires. He went home on the yellow truck, oiled
the bearing and it was fine!
Pat Meneely, Secretary
Reading – Chuck Christensen read an article from the Ford Owners and Dealer magazine from 1924, which
cost 20 cents. Ford cars in the parking lot at college were 18 out of 54 parked cars!
Are there any additions or corrections to the monthly minutes as printed in the Backfire? Yes, dues should have
been placed under old business. The date for the AAHP was incorrect. It should be Sun. Sept. 20, 2020. Thank
you.
Secretary – Pat Meneely read the minutes from the Jan.13, 2020 board meeting.
Treasurer – Mary Beaman stated that we still have money in the treasury and that we have a budget for 2020.
Backfire – Editor Jim Boyden stated that each month he would like someone to volunteer to write a story about
how they got into the Model T hobby. He volunteered to write the first story for this Backfire.
Tours – Bob Meneely read the activities for the next months after stating that unfortunately the tour for this
Saturday, January 18 was canceled due to the celebration of life planned for a dear friend who recently died.
The Intel Museum will be rescheduled for the month of Feb. Check the Tours and Events page on the web site
and in the Backfire.
Membership – Dues need to paid by the end of January to keep your name in the new Roster.
Tech & Safety – Dan Smith presented a program on Lights and Light lenses on the Model T’s.
Librarian – Dick Hess brought club jackets and patches that he has for sale.
Endurance Run – Oliver Johnson passed out a sketch of the logo for the new tee shirts for this year, very nice.
Lowland – The Lowland Tour announcement is ready to send out and will appear on the website and in the
Backfire.
AAHP – Peder Jorgensen stated that the date is Sunday, Sept. 20, 2020 and that Peggy Sue will be returning
as the food vendor.
Refreshments – Bill Bratt announced that the refreshments for this evening were brought by the Meneelys and
in February the Beamans are supplying the goodies.
Sunshine – Helen Christensen has sent cards to the Morella family for the passing of Francis, Leslie Lukash
for the passing of her mother and to David Harrison because he fell off a 6 foot ladder and broke his femur!
New Business – Barbara announced that the club needs a new program chairman – please step up to coordinate
this job. Mary Beaman will be the chairperson in charge of reviewing the by-laws of the T club. Several members
volunteered to serve on the committee, thank you. They are Jim Lukash, Jim and Jean Boyden, Bill Bratt, Pat
Meneely and Lynn Alens.
Due to the Bakersfield event in April the General T meeting will be switched to Thursday, April 23.
Good of the Order – Chuck Christensen has Model T Times and Antique Auto Magazines to give, please see
him.
Birthday – Karen Archer, Anniversaries: Boydens – 62 years and Archers – 61 years.
Program for Feb. meeting: Baja 1000 by Ed Archer.
Next General Meeting – Feb. 21, 2020
Barbara Beach moved to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Maria Jorgensen
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As the new editor of the Backfire I'd like to include a feature each month describing members cars, or how
they got into the hobby, or a car they used to have, or a memorable car experience, anything of the sort
that they think is interesting or that other members would find interesting. I will start with my story.
Occasionally am asked "how did you get into this hobby anyway? I usually answer "I don't know" I just
have always been interested in old cars. The older the better. The family story goes that when I was about
4 my Uncle Jim on my mother's side taught me what was the carburetor, what was the starter, what was
the generator, etc and then show off to the neighbors how much I knew about cars. I don't remember that
but it could be true. I do remember when I was 10 or 12 we lived in Fresno in a neighborhood that had
sidewalks. I made a push car a little like a soapbox derby car out of roller skates, a wide board and some
radio flyer wagon wheels and my friends and I pushed it up and down the sidewalk. To my great
frustration there were no hills in Fresno to coast down. I really wanted a Briggs and Stratton lawn mower
engine to put on it but I never got one.
About this time I was in the Cub Scouts and my den mother’s family had a Stanley Steamer. Wow, was
that interesting! I never saw it run but it planted a seed in my mind that there really were old cars out
there. When I was 14 my father bought a 200 acre ranch near Coarsegold in Madera County and we went
into the chicken and egg business. I say "we" because I have fed a lot of chickens and gathered a lot of
eggs. But I digress. Along with the ranch came some bodies of long
abandoned cars which were very interesting to pick through and sit in.
Some of my friends’ homes even had complete Model Ts just
abandoned and laying around behind the barn. Now we were just
starting to have some real fun!
The most common ones were trucks. We were usually able to get
them started and drive them around a little bit but the biggest problem
was tires. The Sears Roebuck and "Monkey Wards" catalogs carried a
good supply of bands, points and stuff like that. Anyway, I got by and
had a lot of fun. By this time I was in high school. The school bus took
us through Friant a little town at the base of the dam on the San
Joaquin River. One day I spotted a Model T for sale there. It was
originally a touring car
which had been cut off and turned in a very makeshift
covered pickup affair. Somehow I persuaded my dad to
buy it for me. It probably cost $20 or so. The picture shows
the car pretty much as I drove it for a year or so. About the
same time He bought me a 1923 one ton truck. (See
picture above) He bought it from a old farmer somewhere
near Fresno who was getting too old drive. It ran but was
ungodly slow. He wouldn't have paid much more than $25
for it. The farmer’s name was Luigi Glandula and his
driver's license was stamped "Model T Ford Only". I still
have it. I don't have a picture of the actual truck but the
one shown gives you the idea what it looked like.
Later, I traded the truck chassis to a neighbor who wanted to make a hay wagon out of it, for an old model
T frame he had rusting away in a field. It may sound like a poor trade except the frame had a Ruckstell
axle in it. I think we both thought we got the better of the deal.
That was about the end of my high school fun with Model Ts. Working on my family's chicken and egg
ranch convinced me of the value of an education. So, off to the University I went.
Jumping ahead four years or so, Jean and I were married and I was preparing for a tour in the Air Force
on McClellan AFB near Sacramento. At a family gathering after hearing of my interest in old cars one of
her relatives mentioned that he knew of a Model T for sale near Santa Cruz. Jean was a good sport about
it and we ended up buying the thing. It was a 1924 Fordor that had been found in the desert somewhere
near Indio CA as I recall. It was now in Aptos. It wasn't running but was mostly complete and totally
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without rust due to its long sleep in the dry desert. The price was $125 which we paid off in
10 months at $12.50 per month. The very first check on our joint checking account was a
payment on that Model T.
Once Jean and I were settled in Sacramento I trailered the T to our duplex, took it apart
and started its restoration. By the time my tour was up 40 months later, I had it running but
not fully restored. I can hardly believe it now but I drove the car from Sacramento
temporarily to Berkeley and then on Old Oakland Road to San Jose and then on to
Campbell. I can't imagine doing that with the traffic today.
I had it painted by "Rainbow Auto Body and Paint"
in Hayward and installed an upholstery kit by
Carter's Cut and Cover. Both of them are long out of
business. The car turned out pretty nice I thought,
and we drove it on some of the earliest Model T
Club tours. One summer when Bill Harrah was still
doing swap meets and car shows in Reno, I entered
it in the car show. It wasn't a big deal but it won
second place. I barely escaped a serious
embarrassment when I drove it up upon the stage to
receive my silver bowl from the pretty girl and Jim
The ‘24 T at the ranch in about 1960
Nabors. That part went fine, but it
ran out of gas just barely after I got off the stage.
The '24 Sedan was fine but my dream was to

have a brass era model T. In about 1970 the
Harrah Collection was auctioning a lot of cars
including an unrestored 1910 Model T. Well, I
bid on it and got it. In order to raise some cash
and make some room in my garage I needed to
sell the '24T. So I sold it to a broker/dealer
named Mal Staley in Martinez CA or
somewhere near there. (The 1910 was a big
challenge for me but I will tell that story some
other time)
Early 60’s in Sacramento
Jumping ahead to 2010, Jean and I were going
to San Diego to visit our son and his family at the time of the Big Three Swap Meet in
February. I had volunteered to take a Horseless Carriage friend’s Rambler to Escondito in
my trailer for some restoration work.there? He At the swap meet totally by coincidence, I ran
into Steve Linney. What do you suppose our ex-member Steve Linney was doing was
trying to sell MY 1924 Fordor! Since I sold it the T had passed through the hands of Mal
Staley, Ed Archer, Bob Kennel, and Steve Linney. May be some others as well. What could
I do, I just happened to have my trailer there and a little more room in my current digs. So
go figure. That's my story and I am sticking to it. Jim
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2020 CALENDAR (SCVMTFC Tours & Events noted in BOLD)
Feb 14-15, MTFCA Annual Meeting in Lincoln, NB.
Feb 21 (Fri), SCVMTFC General Meeting at First Republic Bank, Los Altos. Program:
the Baja 1000 by Ed Archer.
Feb 22 (Sat), (Rescheduled) SCVMTFC Tour to Intel Museum, Meet at the 76 station
corner of Saratoga Ave and Big Basin Way in Saratoga at 9:30AM, leave at 10:00 for 2200
Mission College Blvd, Santa Clara. Pizza stop after the tour. Ice cream stop after the pizza
stop. First chance for a driving patch in the New Year. This will be a rain or shine tour.
Mar 14 (Sat), SCVMTFC Modern Car Tour to Al Engels Collection and Rosie the
Riveter National Historical Park in Richmond, CA. Our tour starts at Al Engel’s
Collection, 2801 Giant Road, Richmond, CA 94806. Al has a collection of vintage
automobiles, early engines, race cars, model airplanes, tractors, memorabilia and much more.
We will meet there at 10:00 AM. After viewing the collection, we will drive to the Rosie
the Riveter National Historical Park Visitor Center, 1414 Harbour Way S #3000, Richmond,
CA 94804. Access the Visitor Center Parking Lot from Harbour Way S. You may choose
to find lunch at many of the restaurants along the route, or find something to eat at the
Assemble Restaurant near the Visitor Center. After visiting the Visitor Center you may
choose what additional areas you would like to see. If you are interested in participating in
this modern auto tour, contact Allan Greenberg at 408-997-0879 or allang@pacbell.net.
Mar 16 (Mon), SCVMTFC Board Meeting at the Beach's.
Mar 20 (Fri), SCVMTFC General Meeting at First Republic Bank, Los Altos.
Apr 3-5, Arizona Speedster Run in St. George, UT. This is a three day event this year.
Apr 17-18, Bakersfield Swap Meet.
Apr 25 (Sat), SCVMTFC Miniature Golf Tour, Meet behind the Shell Station, corner of
Almaden Expwy and Blossom Hill in S.J. Meet at 9:00AM, leave at 9:30 for Golf Land
USA in Sunnyvale. Sunshine Tour only, senior golf round $11.50. Pizza available on site.
(or ice cream for lunch)
May 16 (Sat) SCVMTFC Tour to Wings of History. More later.
June 6 (Sat), Mother Lode Swap Meet at Gold Country Fairgrounds in Auburn
June 13-14, SCVMTFC Endurance Run and Lowland Tour, watch our website.
July 18-23, MTFCA National Tour, Spokane, WA. See the Vintage Ford. Looks like we
have a half dozen cars going.
Sept 20 (Sun), SCVMTFC cohosts Antique Autos in History Park.
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Don’t missit
Pacific Coast Dream Machines
Half Moon Bay, April 26th
Open to all makes and years of cars
To Register follow the following link: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/30thpacific-coast-dream-machines-show-the-coolest-show-on-earth-tickets84356377195
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Save the Date!
February 15th, 2020
From 8AM to 1PM
Rain or Shine
Oil Can Alley is having a retirement sale
New and Used parts- better than swap meet prices
Both car stuff and household stuff (you never
know!)
Free coffee and donuts while supplies last.
Free parking in the lot next door

For Sale

Bring boxes, bags, cash or checks
See you there!
701 Warrington Ave
Redwood City,CA 94063

1947 Fordor Super Delux Sedan
Asking $12,500 or best offer, Fred Buchannon (408) 892-1974
“Very nice driver quality car”
1915 Model T Pie Wagon
Oak body with frame
Call Ray Fontaine (408) 258-0186

Surge brake setup for tandem axle trailer
Four wheel units and hitch assembly
Free to a good home
Jim Boyden (408) 268-4872
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Santa Clara Valley Model T Ford Club
Membership Renewal and Application Form
Instructions:
1. Type your responses in the text boxes provided.
2. Print the form. Make a check to SCVMTFC for $30
3. Mail form and check to: Ivan Jorgensen, 475 W. Sunnyoaks Ave., Campbell, CA 95008
Date:
Last Name:
Street Address:
City:
Phone: (
)
e-mail Address:
Birthday: Month:
Anniversary: Month:

First Name(s):
State:

Zip:

Day:
Day:

Year:

MTFCA Membership #:
Cars Owned: #1:
#2:
#3:

Do you have any of the following to share with club members?
Car trailer:
Special tools for Model Ts:
Special skills for Model Ts:
Please describe any tours or activities that you would like to participate in. Us the back of this
application if necessary:
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