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The official newsletter of the Santa
Clara Valley Model T Ford Club.
The SCVMTFC is a chapter of the
Model T Ford Club of America. The
club was founded in 1969 to promote
the history, and the enjoyment of Henry
Ford’s Famous Model T. General
meetings are held the third Friday of
each month at 7:30 p.m. at the First
Republic Bank, 400 So. San Antonio
Rd. Los Altos CA*. Visitors are always
welcome–you don’t have to own a
Model T to belong or to visit.
Membership dues are $30 per year.
Send dues to Ivan Jorgensen, 475
Sunnyoaks Ave. Campbell, CA 95008.
Membership in the Model T Ford Club
of America is encouraged. Dues are
$40 per year. Send dues to MTFCA
P.O. Box 996, Richmond, IN 473750996. (* Temporarily suspended due to
corona virus concerns)

2020 Officers
President:

Barbara Beach (408) 887-4857

Vice Pres.

Oliver Johnson (650) 269-1518

Secretary

Pat Meneely

(650) 776-6085

Treasurer

Mary Beaman

(408) 996-3110

B’fire Editor Jim Boyden

(408) 268-4872

Coordinators
Touring

Bob/Pat Meneely (650) 776-6085

Programs

Lynn Alens

(408) 205-5806

Membership Ivan Jorgensen

(408) 874-6373

Tech & Safety Dan Smith

(408) 287-3908

Endurance Run Oliver Johnson (650) 269-1518
Lowland Tour Peder Jorgenson (408)358-3398
Librarian

Dick Hess

(408) 354-5321

Webmaster Nikkie Gulko

(408) 644-6098

Refreshments Bill Bratt

(650) 341-8859

Historian

Lucy Greenberg

(408) 997-0879

Sunshine Helen Christensen

(408) 739-8424

Public Relations Allan Greenberg (408) 997-0879
AAHP Chair Peder&Maria Jorgensen (408) 358-3398
AAHP CoChair Allan&Lucy Greenberg (408) 997-0879

Past President Dan Gulko

(408) 644-6098

Send submittals for the Backfire to
jimboyden@aol.com
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President’s Message
President’s message for May 2020

Barbara Beach, President

I like the Henry Ford quote in the
latest Vintage Times on Larry’s
page, “When everything seems to
be going against you, remember
that the airplane takes off against
the wind, not with it.” While
airplanes may be grounded for now,
our club is soaring.

First, we all still get to hang out - weekly! Each Friday night, we welcome
you all to join the Model T Zoom Social Hour. We have already had
some good times. From Henry Ford trivia to painting tips to “what’s it’s.”
Please be sure to join us. You can even wear a mask to prevent
computer viruses!
Second, we were able to tour. Thanks to all who joined our “Social
Distancing Tour.” Besides getting out into our cars, we were again
supporting our club members, Chuck Christiansen, Ralph Appio, and
David Stoner, with a drive by salute.
And this coming Saturday, we have been invited to another tour. And
with all this time on our hands, our cars should be ready!
I actually ran into a bit of car trouble. My 1966 Mustang sprung a coolant
leak between the timing cover and block that has had me out in the
garage all weekend. But in reality, it has been a great hiding place. Todd
decided during this shelter-in-place he needed to get an electric guitar. I
fear he can be heard all the way to the Beamans….
I can’t predict when we will meet again in person, but we are watching
the news in hopes we can set our next meeting date. Until then, keep
running your Ts at least around the block.
Barbara
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2020 CALENDAR (SCVMTFC Tours & Events noted in BOLD)
April 25 (Sat). We have been invited to follow Lynn Alens Model T fire truck on a
little neighborhood tour in Campbell next Saturday, April 25. This will be a no
socializing, stay in your car, follow the car in front of you, driving tour winding
through the local neighborhood in Campbell. Meet at 1297 Cameo Court in
Campbell at 1:00PM, depart shortly after. This gives us a chance to do a little
driving and spread some cheer at the same time.
No May SCVMTFC Meeting.
May 23 (Sat), SCVMTFC Downtown Driving Tour. This will be a no socializing,
stay in your car, follow the car in front of you, driving tour. We will meet at the
Saratoga Plaza Shopping Center (corner of Duckett Way and De Anza Blvd in
Saratoga) at 10:00AM, leave at 10:15. We will proceed parade style through
downtown Saratoga, Los Gatos, Campbell and Willow Glen and disperse at Willow
Ave and Meridian. Driving directions will be emailed out ahead of time. This will
be a chance to exercise our cars, get out of the house, reboot our minds, and spread
some cheer. It will be a driving patch tour. Contact is Bob Meneely.
June 6 (Sat), Mother Lode Swap Meet at Gold Country Fairgrounds in Auburn.
CANCELLED
The following are still scheduled as far as we know.
June 1-6, Golden Gate Tour Hosted by the Redwood Empire Model T Club and the
Model T Ford Club of Southern California. 6 days of touring north of the Golden
Gate.
See
REMTC
newsletter,
page
8,
at
https://www.redwoodempiremodeltclub.org/news/February2020.pdf.
June 19 (Fri) Possible SCVMTFC General Meeting. Keep your fingers crossed
and stay tuned.
July 4 (Sat), SCVMTFC Tour to Sveadal. Stay tuned on this one.
July 18-23, MTFCA National Tour, Spokane, WA. See the Vintage Ford. Looks like
we have a half dozen cars going.
August TBD, SCVMTFC Potluck Picnic, more later.
Sept 20 (Sun), SCVMTFC cohosts Antique Autos in History Park.

Page 4

My fire truck story by Lynn Alens
I didn’t go looking for a
Model T, I just got lucky.
I’ve always been hard to
buy for at Christmas. Just
after college my dad asked
me what I wanted and as a
joke I told him a corvette.
So, he got me a cheap
plastic one as a present. I
actually did end up with a
corvette some years later, a
69 convertible project car
that after a few years got
sold to help fund a new
business. About 15 years
later my wife asked about Christmas and because she was sick of my standard “I don’t need
anything” I replied “how about a fire truck”. I don’t know where this idea came from because I
never wanted to be a fireman and I don’t have any relatives or close friends who are firemen. But
with a budget in mind I did start looking and found only old fire trucks from the 60’s and 70’s that
needed lots of work.
In 2016 I joined SPAAMFAA (Society for the Preservation and Appreciation of Antique Motor
Fire Apparatus in America), affectionately referred to as “the fire truck club” in our house. I
figured this would be a good way to step inside the world of old fire trucks. It turns out one of the
officers of the California Chapter of SPAAMFAA lives only a few blocks from our house. We
talked on the phone early on and I remember him referencing the warehouse where he and others
kept their rigs. That made the light bulb go on because I hadn’t thought about storage and
obviously a 70-foot arterial ladder truck would not fit in our garage. So, I narrowed down the
search to smaller rigs that have character and by default are much older.
By watching a few websites and occasionally doing an internet search on “antique fire trucks”, I
found a few, usually always in the eastern half of the US, and anything interesting sold very
quickly. Then one day my search finds a rig in Michigan, for sale on eBay. The buy-it-now price
is a little high but there are no bids after being listed for 2 days. The next day I show it to my wife
and she says, “wow that’s really cool, you should pursue it”. Ok so it’s not just me that thinks it
has character and I start checking airline flights to go and see it. Meanwhile the number of people
“watching” the item on eBay has gone from nothing to over 50 in just a couple of days. I show my
sons and they say “dad, go for it”. So, I make an offer thinking chances are slim but a day later I
get the email “your offer has been accepted”.
It’s mid December 2018 and winter in the Midwest. Just after Christmas I travel to Wisconsin
where I grew up, buy a trailer and drive 10 hours to Flint Michigan. Even the main roads are icy
and snow covered but I make it back to the family farm and leave the rig, opting to make the drive
to California in summer weather.
In the meantime, I sign up for the 4th of July parade and join the local Model T club. Once the
truck is back in California I start tinkering and try to figure out what I’ve gotten myself into.
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Everything seems ok but
on our first outing we get
to the starting point of the
4th of July parade and the
radiator is bubbling over.
The radiator was supposed
to be the strongest part of
the truck because the
previous owner had
problems and spent a lot of
money to install a brand
new one. I tell my wife
that’s the end of our parade
and we need to figure out a
way to get back home. Up walks Alan Greenburg to welcome me to the Model T club group. He
quickly figures out the problem is the fan belt came off because the bearing needs grease. Like I
carry a grease gun in my pocket. We walk over to the Model T club group and sure enough
someone has a grease gun. Ray Fontaine gets the belt back in place and we are ready to roll.
Since then I have learned a lot about how to work on Model Ts but that day I didn’t know where
to start.
My rig is a 1925 Model TT chassis with an American LaFrance (ALF) body. ALF was formed in
1903 but its roots went back to 1832. The companies that went on to become ALF built handdrawn, horse-drawn and steam-powered fire engines. ALF was bought and sold a number of
times over the years and despite being the 5th largest manufacturer of emergency vehicles in
North America in 2005 they ceased operation in 2014.
As far as I know, I am the fifth owner of this piece of history and the first to have a title to prove
ownership. It was originally put in service by Nankin Township Michigan in 1925, an area just
outside of Detroit. They owned it for 40 years first as a fire truck and then as a parade vehicle.
The truck was then purchased by a local Wayne County MI judge and kept in storage for 35
years. From there it went to a collector in nearby Romulus MI who drove it and toyed with it for
about 10 years until his passing when a local car enthusiast from Flint MI bought it at the estate
sale. It has never been formally restored but is in amazing condition due to being stored inside
most, if not all of the time since it was new. Of course, a 95-year-old vehicle shows its age here
and there. I have the urge to restore some of the wood but as a member of SPAAMFAA told me
recently, the word restore is not in SPAAMFAA but preservation is.
In this era there were 3 main types of rigs – pumpers, chemical wagons and hose wagons.
Pumpers had an on-board truck powered pump and water tank to spray water on a fire. Chemical
wagons had no pump but tanks which were filled with water and chemicals like soda and acid to
create pressure to force the water out of the tanks. A hose wagon carried hose, ladders, other
equipment and firemen to the fire. Mine is a hose wagon but also classifies as a hook and ladder
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because it has a hook tool for pulling down burning walls or roofs and a ladder along with an
assortment of old fire extinguishers each used for a different type of fire.
I have been trying to find other people who own similar rigs and learn more about their
history. It turns out that a good share of Model T fire rigs are not owned privately but by the
same town, city or county that used them for fire protection. Many have been restored and are
a great source of civic pride. Others are in museums having undergone professional
restoration.
The recognized expert on Model T rigs is William Killen and he published a book titled
Firefighting with Henry’s Model T. It has hundreds of pictures and stories about fire rigs all
over the US that were built by various companies on the Model T chassis. Interestingly
enough there is a story about Santa Clara California’s 1920 Ford Model TT hose wagon that
was purchased by the Santa Clara Volunteer Fire Dept in 1921 and used until the 1950’s. In
the 1970’s a few of the fire department members took it apart for restoration but never put it
back together. In 2011 Alan Greenburg of the Santa Clara Valley Model T Club inquired
about restoring the truck at the restoration shop of History San Jose. Club members Bob
Meneely, Bill Bratt, Stan Paddock and Larry Johnson joined Alan and other volunteers to do a
complete restoration including engine and transmission overhaul, extensive body work,
painting, pin striping and new upholstery. The vehicle is now located in the Santa Clara Fire
Museum.
So, I didn’t set out to buy a Model T and become a member of the local Model T club but just
got lucky because everyone I’ve met through the club are great people and fun to be around.
Editors Note: Your story could be here next month. Let us hear how you got
into the hobby or found your first Model T!
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Letters to the Editor
Hi Jim,
Will you please put this in the Backfire? Long time member of our Model T Club, John Walker has fallen and broken
his hip! He is recovering in a care facility. Cards would be appreciated.
John Walker
c/o Mountain View Healthcare Center
2530 Solace Place
Mountain View, CA 94040
Marie Cavalli also long time Model T Club member has a birthday on May 22, 2020. She will be 106 years young!
Send cards!
Marie Cavalli
20975 Valley Green unit 242
Cupertino, CA 95014
thanks
Pat
Hello,Jim
Allan Greenberg has a new email address. It is allangreenb01@gmail.com. Please discontinue the use
of allang@pacbell.net.
Thank you. Allan

Jim, A neighbor of mine has 4 30x31/2 tires and a few parts she would like to sell. I only have a phone # for her
(650)759-5761. If you could put this in the Backfire I would appreciate it. Bill Bratt

From Pres. Barbara Beach
You may not know this, but MTFCA is offering 5 ea, $1000 scholarships to graduating high school seniors:
The members of the MTFCA have been so kind to me, they have become like family. I want to show my gratitude
and support by helping a few young members of our MTFCA family who, through no fault of their own, may have
lost their opportunity for post-high school education, because of the corona-virus situation
If you know a graduating senior who has a bit of Model T in them and whom you would like to nominate, please
contact me and I will get you the application and information.
Thanks All!
Barbara
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Model T Parade
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On Saturday, April 11,
2020,
SCVMTFC
decided to go on a
parade and stop to see
some members. We met
in the parking lot at
Whole Foods. We all
stayed in our cars
waving, chatting and
smiling. Then, off we
went at 10:15 to the
first drive by Chuck
and Helen Christensen,
second drive by Ralph
Appio and third was
Donnis and Dave
Stoner! It was very
exciting to see our
friends. Everyone was
waving and yelling. On
the road, every car that
passed was so excited
giving thumbs up,
smiling and horns
honking! We drivers
had a great time getting
out on the road and the
members we visited
were so happy to see us.

The participants were: Bob
and Pat Meneely in a 1926 TT
truck, Madam Pres. Barbara
Beach in a 1926 T pickup, Bob
and Mary Beaman in a 1923 T
touring, Troed Johnson and
Noreen Blaze in a 1926 T
pickup, Jim and Jean Boyden
in a 1932 coupe, Grover and
Maryann Steele in a 1930
Model A coupe, Justin Beach
with Jordan and Sophie in a
bright red 1957 T bird
convertible and Todd Beach
with Brandon and Jadon in a
bright red 2014 Shelby Super
Snake convertible! The last
two cars were very easy for the
tour leader to keep track of
with the bright red colors.
Thank you to all of the drivers
and passengers. It was a great
outing and wonderful to see
our members sitting by the side
of the road in front of their
houses. Pat Meneely
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Olivia says “Practice Safe-T during the pandemic

Photo thanks to Joe Davis
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Golden Gate Tour 2.0
June 1st – 6th, 2020
Hosted by the Redwood Empire Model T Club and
the Model T Ford Club of Southern California
Steven Chase, Tour Leader
Sunday, May 31st
Trailer to Mill Valley optional arrival Sunday afternoon and check into the Mill Valley TraveLodge.
Welcome “Meet & Greet” Cocktails.
Monday, June 1st
11:30 a.m. driver’s meeting & lunch at the hotel. Afternoon tour of the Marin Headlands, including
Golden Gate National Park, Fort Cronkhite, the Marine Mammal Center, and Golden Gate Bridge
Overlook.
Tuesday, June 2nd
Visit Muir Woods National Monument, Tamalpais State Park, Bolinas, and picnic at Stinson Beach,
returning along the Shoreline Highway.
Wednesday, June 3rd
Tour to San Francisco with stops at the Sausalito Houseboats, and crossing the Golden Gate Bridge.
Visit the Presidio National Park, Crissy Field, the Marina and Maritime Tallship National Park. Lunch on
your own at Fisherman’s Wharf. Return to Mill Valley via Fort Point under the Golden Gate Bridge and
Fort Baker in Marin. Happy Hour at the Trident Pier Restaurant in Sausalito on the way back.
Thursday, June 4th
From Mill Valley, tour Marin Grasslands then on to the Sandman Motel in Santa Rosa. BYOB for a
cocktail hour around the pool.
Friday, June 5th
Day of touring in Sonoma Couny’s Alexander Valley. Evening banquet in Santa Rosa.
Saturday, June 6th
Tour back to Mill Valley via Bodega Bay, Tomales Bay, Marconi Center, Point Reyes Station and a
Rancho Nicasio lunch stop. Optional overnight again at the TraveLodge or load up trailers for home.
Make your own reservations at the Mill Valley TraveLodge (415) 383-0340
707 Redwood Hwy, Mill Valley, CA 94941
Arrive on Sunday May 31st or Monday morning June 1s.t. Check-out on Thursday, June 4th.
Opptional additional night in Mill Valley at end of tour on Saturday, June 6 th.
1 Queen $91 per night

2 Double Beds $120 Per night plus taxes

We were able to negotiate a more favorable rate in Santa Rosa with direct billing to Steven Chase. The rate is
also non-refundable after February 29th, so any refunds beyond that date will be dependent on whether the
space can be filled from the Tour Waiting List. 25 rooms have been reserved.
Sandman Hotel, Address: 3421 Cleveland Ave, Santa Rosa, CA 95403 Phone: (707) 293-2100
1 Queen $129
2 Queens $139
1 King $139 plus 14.2% tax.

Direct any questions to: Steven Chase (323) 497-0601 or NewNorthSouth@G-mail.com
or Debbie Francis dd1276@yahoo.com
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