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The official newsletter of the Santa 

Clara Valley Model  T Ford Club 

2021 Club Officers 

 President    Barbara Beach  (408) 887-4857 

 Vice President   Oliver Johnson  (650) 269-1518 

 Secretary   Bill Bratt   (650) 341-8859 

 Treasurer   Mary Beaman  (408) 996-3110 

 Backfire Editor  Jim Boyden   (408) 268-4872 

Coordinators 

 Touring   “open” 

 Programs   Lynn Alens   (408) 205-5806 

 Membership   Ivan Jorgensen  (408) 874-6373 

 Tech and Safety  Dan Smith   (408) 287-3908 

 Endurance Run  Oliver Johnson  (650) 269-1518 

 Lowland Tour  Peder Jorgensen  (408) 358-3398 

 Librarian   Maryann Steele  (408) 867-4393 

 Webmaster   Nikkie Gulko  nikkieguyen@hotmail.com 

 Refreshments  “open”     

 Historian   Lucy Greenberg  (408) 997-0879 

 Sunshine   Helen Christensen  (408) 739-8424 

 Public Relations  Allan Greenberg  (408) 997-0879 

 AAHP    Peder and Maria Jorgensen   (408) 358-3398 

     Allan and Lucy Greenberg      (408) 997-0879 

 Past President  Dan Gulko  nikkieguyen@hotmail.com 

The SCVMTFC is a chapter of the Model T Ford Club of America. The club was founded in 1969 to pro-

mote the history and the enjoyment of Henry Ford’s Famous Model T. Meetings which are normally held 

at 7:30 pm on the third Friday of the month are being held on Zoom due to the Covid-19 pandemic. 

Membership dues are $30 per year. (But only $10 this year.) Send dues to Ivan Jorgensen, 475 

Sunnyoakes Ave. Campbell CA 95008. Membership in the Model T Ford Club of America is encouraged. 

Dues are $40 per year. Send dues to MTFCA P.O. Box 996 Richmond IN 47375-0996. 
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President’s message for July 2021 

Hats off to Ivan Jorgensen for an in-

credible Undurance run!  It was such 

an incredible turnout.  15 speedsters 

alone.  Not that I counted, but I be-

lieve there were over 100 people 

there.  So many friends to say hello 

to.  Life is starting allow a more nor-

mal social life.  The route was beau-

tiful.  I got to drive my T over 120 

miles that day by the time I drove to and from home.  Couldn’t think of a better 

way to spend that beautiful weather. 

With the arrival of summer and the lifting of pandemic restrictions, it is definitely 

vacation season.  I for one am off to the lake for our family’s 35th annual camp-

ing trip and then out of town to visit friends out of state.  I hope you all have 

plans to enjoy our new freedom. 

Additionally, it is time for the national tour.  Many of us, including myself, are off 

to Spokane, Washington for a much anticipated trip.  This was supposed to oc-

cur last year, so the extra year of thinking about it has sparked even greater ex-

citement.  I believe that hosting venue will be busting at the seams with Model 

Ts.  In light of all the festivities, we have elected to cancel meetings for the 

month of July.   

We will resume meetings and tours in August.  Looking forward to the American 

Flyer tour.  As I always say, “Can’t go wrong with trains.”  See you there. 

By the way, my brother asked me what the best time of the day was.  After a bit 

of a discussion, he informed me the correct answer was 6:30…..hands-down. 

Happy touring. 

Barbara 
Editors Note; congratulations to Barbara 

Beach and Jim Boyden for their pictures and 

story's in the “Tell Us” section of the latest 

Vintage Ford 
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 SCVMTC General Meeting June 18, 2021 

The meeting was called to order by President, Barbara Beach at 7:33PM. 

Guest were 0 and Members 13 in attendance. Minutes in the Bacikfire accepted as 

written. 

Secretary:  no comment 

Reading:  Chuck Christensen shared an article. 

Vice President:  Oliver Johnson not present 

Treasurer:  Mary Beaman reported the balances of wwchecking and savings to date.  

She also shared the Profit & Loss to date.  Donations and expenses for AAHP were 

reported. 

Programs:  Lynn Alens reported that the program would  focus on members experienc-

es on the Unendurance Tour last Sunday. 

Backfire:  Jim Boyden not present 

Tours:  Bob Meneely mentioned Spokane in July and the Aug. 22nd American Flyer tour.  Remember Sept. 19th is Antique Autos. 

Public Relations:  Allan Greenberg mentioned past events – Memorial Day event 5 club members participated and History Park 50th Anniversary 

with 5 participants. Future events include:  Rose White, Blue car show July 4th, Keep the Spirit of ’45 on Aug. 14th, and Hot San Jose Nights on 

Aug. 28th. 

Membership:  Ivan Jorgensen – No report 

Librarian:  Mary Anne reported the new book received and has a sewing machine for sale. 

Endurance Run no report AAHP moving along – need a dance group and 900 people have been contacted so far. 

Website:  Unendurance pictures presented 

Historian:  No report 

Sunshine:  Helen will send cards to Justin Beach and Alberta Jorgensen. 

Ed Archer said we need to send a card to John Walker signed by the members. 

Old Business:  No meeting in July. 

New Business:  Board meeting in Sept.  

Good of the Order:  Happy Birthday to Chuck Christensen and Steve Gulko.  Happy Anniversary to Linda and Roy Fontaine. 

 

Next Meeting is Aug. 20th. 

 

Meeting Adjourned by Chuck Christensen. 

 

Respectfully Submitted: 

Bill Bratt, Secretary 
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2021 CALENDAR   (SCVMTFC Tours & Events noted in BOLD) 

 

July 4, 2021 Rose White and Blue Parade 11 am to 3 pm.  Be at the Westmin-

ster Presbyterian Church,  1100 Shasta Ave, San Jose by 10:30 am.  The en-

trance to the church parking lot is on Hanchett Ave.  For GPS purposes (if 

your auto has one) it is 1137 Hanchett Ave.  When you leave, use the Hanchett 

Ave to exit.  If you need to leave earlier than 3 pm, see a RW&B staff person 

who will escort you.  If you have any questions, contact Allan Greenberg on 

(408)997-0879. 

July 16 (Fri), SCVMTFC General Meeting, CANCELLED FOR JULY. 

July 9-14, 2021, MTFCA National Tour, Spokane, WA.  Registration forms are 
in the Vintage Ford.  Several SCVMTFC folks have already sent in their forms.   

July 17 (Sat), Long Beach Swap Meet, Long Beach City College Veterans Sta-
dium, 5000 Lew Davis St., Long Beach. 

Aug 14 (Sat), Keep Spirit of 45 Alive, History Park, San Jose. 

Aug 22 (Sun), SCVMTFC American Flyer Tour, more later. 

Aug 28 (Sat), Hot San Jose Nights, Reid Hillview Airport. 

Sept 12 (Sun), Swap Meet at All-Ford in Campbell. 

Sept 19 (Sun), Antique Autos in History Park hosted by SCVMTFC and 
History San Jose. 

October 17th, All Ford/ Mission Trail Swap Meet, Campbell CA 
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The 13th annual Hot San Jose Nights will occur this year on Saturday, 

August 28, 2021, at Reid-Hillview Airport.  This event put on by Mike 

and Susan Hennessy brings together a variety of classic and vintage 

automobiles, aircraft, entertainment, and food.  For more information 

go to http://www.hotsanjosenights.com/.  We should plan to be at the 

airport no later than 9:30 am.  If you plan to attend, please call me at 

(408)997-0879 or via email at allangreenb01@gmail.com.  

Home 
Car Show 
Event Timeline 

Maps and Directions 

Contact UsHome 
Car Show 
Event Timeline 

Maps and Directions 

Contact Us 

Fundraiser Dinner 

Fundraiser Dinner 

For Sale. General Electric Monitor 

Top Refrigerator. Similar to the one 

pictured but not as nice. Not working. 

$100.  This refrigerator is for sale only 

because I bought another one which 

does work.  

Free for nothing 

Parts Washer 

2hp Sears compressor. Needs a lit-
tle work 

jimboyden@aol.com 

http://www.hotsanjosenights.com/home.html
http://www.hotsanjosenights.com/car-show.html
http://www.hotsanjosenights.com/event-timeline.html
http://www.hotsanjosenights.com/maps-and-directions.html
http://www.hotsanjosenights.com/contact-us.html
http://www.hotsanjosenights.com/home.html
http://www.hotsanjosenights.com/car-show.html
http://www.hotsanjosenights.com/event-timeline.html
http://www.hotsanjosenights.com/maps-and-directions.html
http://www.hotsanjosenights.com/contact-us.html
http://www.hotsanjosenights.com/fundraiser-dinner.html
http://www.hotsanjosenights.com/fundraiser-dinner.html


Page 7 

 

Undurance Run/Lowland Tour 2021 

 

June 13, 2021:  The meeting spot was Milpitas Town Center, a really big parking lot with lots of room 

for old cars, new cars and cars with trailers.  It was a perfect day for touring, blue sky and tempera-

ture in the 70's.  The flash mob that gathered included 15 Model T Speedsters, plus 10 other various 

vintage autos and 25 Model A's from the A Club.  Oldest car was Dan Erceg's Pierce and newest car 

was Jim Boyden's Model B.  David and Becky Harrison came the farthest, all the way from Placer-

ville.  Ivan Jorgensen passed out the directions for the three possible tours, 40 miles for the faint-

hearted, 60 miles for the adventurous type and 80 miles for the hard core drivers, take your pick.  At 

the appointed hour, away we went, speedsters first, then lowland cars.   

As soon as I went 2 blocks, I realized that I had forgotten my leather helmet, so I circled in the back 

driveway to the town center, retrieved my helmet and was almost the last one out of the parking lot.   

Since I was playing catch-up, I had fun passing all the lowland cars on Warm Springs Blvd, waving 

and tooting. 

Coffee stop was in Niles, where a big car show of some sort was going on.   Fortunately, one of the 

parking lots was available for us.  Coffee and donuts were dispensed by Sara and Cora Jorgensen, 

and then away we went.   Up Niles Canyon to Sunol and then down Niles Canyon to Palomares Rd.   

This stretch was fun because as we went up and down Niles Canyon we passed and waved at the 

cars that were ahead of us coming back down and then after turning around, waved at the cars be-

hind us who were still going up the canyon. 

A bunch of miles and a few turns later, I was surprised to find that I was in San Ramon, which turned 

out to be the farthest point that we traveled.  At this point, we headed south on San Ramon Road 

and Foothill Road and finally entered Sunol for the second time.   And then for the final dash, it was 

Calaveras Road all the way back to Milpitas.   I must say, Calaveras Road has been paved since the 

last time I went that way and it was a very smooth although slightly curvy ride.  I think this was the 

point where I was following Harrison's coupe, trying to keep up.  I think he might have a speedster 

disguised as a coupe. 

Back at the town center lot, folks scattered, some had picnic lunches, some opted for some of the 

restaurants at the center, and some folks just headed for home.   

The T's mostly did just fine.   Chris Kent had some sort of ignition problem, Matt Spenser had a 

rough running T so bailed out before heading to Milpitas.   A few driving patches were earned by T 

club members, they will be passed out at some future event.  All in all, kudos to the Ivan Jorgensen 

family, what would we do without you?   Thanks a bunch from all us old time gearheads. 

Bob Meneely 
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 A little known fact.  

On June 16, 1903, the Ford Motor Company was established. 

Henry Ford was the founder. This was not his first rodeo, as he 

had previously operated the Henry Ford Company. He left that 

company and took his name with him. What became of the Henry 

Ford Company? They became known as the Cadillac Motor Com-

pany.  

What does any of this have to do with the photo of a BBQ grill? 

Hang on.  

Ford’s Model T, which would number in the millions sold, required 

100 board feet of wood to build. Ford despised waste. His motto was, “Reduce, reuse, and 

recycle.” He was also a nature-lover, an environmentalist of his time. His escape from the 

stress of life was camping in the great outdoors.  

Frustrated by the mountains of sawdust his lumber mills created, he and his partners sought 

a way to utilize the scrap wood and sawdust into a useful (and profitable) product.  

 An idea came to him one day as he was camped with some friends in the wilds of Michigan . 

After his party spent a long time collecting sufficient wood for a campfire, an idea spring in 

Ford’s mind. Upon returning back to the lumber mill, he shared the idea with some of his part-

ners and set to work on it.  

The idea? Lumping a fistful of sawdust and cornstarch with a bit of tar to form a briquette. Af-

ter charring it, it performed exactly what Ford imagined it would. He then built a charcoal bri-

quette factory adjacent to his lumber mill where the waste from one became the fuel for the 

other.  

A new Model T was now frequently sold with a bonus bag of Ford Charcoal Briquettes, so 

you could drive into the woods to camp and not worry about finding campfire wood.  

So now you know. Ford not only created the modern automobile industry which takes millions 

to work and back each workday, but he also created the weekend grilling and camping indus-

tries.  

In 1951, the Ford Charcoal Briquette Company was sold. The new company was named af-

ter Ford’s real estate partner who helped him find the land to supply wood for building the 

early Ford automobiles- E.J. Kingsford.  Kingsford Charcoal is the largest producer of char-

coal briquettes in the world. 

Thanks to Chuck Christensen for researching this story 
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 Car Horn 

“Ahooga," Mark Twain, oscillating diaphragms and the unique backstory of car horns. 

Andrew Sheldon  May 27, 2021 

If there’s one automotive feature drivers are willing to sound off about it’s the humble car horn. Some people use them, others use them far too 

liberally. But behind this debate is the fact that car horns are important safety features. They allow drivers to alert pedestrians and other motorists 

of their presence, hopefully avoiding any injury or damage. 

For nearly as long as there have been automobiles, there have been car horns – and the tool’s simplicity means it hasn’t changed too much since. 

But that doesn’t preclude the history of the car horn from having its share of noteworthy developments. 

The History of the Car Horn: Early Car Horns 

Car horns were important features on early automobiles. In fact, the biggest change in the car horn since its inception isn’t the feature itself, but in 

how it’s used. While these days, excessive car honking is considered déclassé, it was polite to use one’s horn in the early 20th century. 

“You were expected to honk your horn if you were coming up on pedestrians, to let them know you were bounding down the street,” Matt Ander-

son, curator for transportation at the Henry Ford museum, told Car and Driver magazine. “You’d be thought rude if you weren’t using your horn, 

which is the exact opposite of where we are today.” 

The first car horns came in three different varieties. Air horns had a plastic bulb the driver could squeeze to emit a sound. Exhaust horns consisted 

of cuts made into exhaust pipes that elicited a sound similar to a steam engine. Finally, there were electric horns, which are most like what we 

have today. 

The Klaxon Horn 

One of the first pioneers of car horn manufacturing was Miller Reese Hutchison. In the early 1900s, the inventor became inspired to create an im-

proved horn after nearly hitting a pedestrian while driving. Hutchinson believed car horns should elicit a louder, harsher noise, which is precisely 

what his invention, the klaxon horn, did. If you’ve never heard of the klaxon horn you’ve almost certainly heard its famous “ahooga” sound. 

The klaxon horn became almost immediately ubiquitous on roadways since it was affixed to most Model T’s. It remained the prominent horn of 

automobiles even as Ford transitioned to the Model A. Eventually, by the 1930s, the klaxon was replaced by electric horns. 

Did You Know? Just a few years before the klaxon, Hutchinson invented the first portable electrical hearing aids, called Acousticons. This led to 

none other than Mark Twain joking, “Hutchison invented the Klaxon horn to deafen people so they would have to buy Acousticons.” 

How Car Horns Work 

Truth be told, the car horn is one automotive feature that hasn’t evolved much over the decades. There have been some changes in look and 

sound, but the science has remained about the same. 

When a driver pushes down on the horn, an electric current travels through a coil to an electromagnet, creating a magnetic field. This field causes 

a metal diaphragm to flex. Once in this flexed position, contact points disengage and the current flow stops, causing the diaphragm to return back 

to its flat position and the cycle is repeated. This process continues as long as the horn is being pressed. The vibrations made by the oscillating 

diaphragm produce the horn sound. 

Did You Know? Most of today’s car horns emit a sound of approximately 100-110 decibels. 

Modern Car Horns 

While the science remains the same, automakers are making slight adjustments to the car horn in order to satisfy the ever-growing and ever-

changing automobile market. For instance, GM makes its diaphragms out of tungsten instead of steel because the former lasts longer. This is par-

ticularly important in Asia, where drivers tend to honk more often and drive over more rough roads, two factors that can cause horns to wear out. 

Some companies are also swapping out copper wires for aluminum, a lighter material that improves a vehicle’s all-important fuel efficiency. 

 

Thanks to Joey Beach 
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 Here is a story that was told to me by my neighbor, Homer Rail, at the 

age of 85.    

 

Homer grew up in Murietta, California which is near San Diego.  The 

town was very small at that time and there was one combination gro-

cery/hardware store where his mother shopped regularly.  Along the side 

of this store, there was a line of eucalyptus trees that had ropes and 

chains around them for farmers to tie up their horses and wagons.  The 

ropes and chains had been there so long that the trees had grown 

around them causing them to be imbedded in the tree trunks.  

 

While Homer's mother would go to the store regularly with Homer in tow 

(he was about 4 years old at the time), she did not like to take him inside 

because he was always getting into mischief.  He liked to open drawers, 

look into everything, and handle the merchandise.  At the time, his moth-

er drove a 1930-era Chevrolet 4-door sedan.  His mother decided that 

she would leave him in the car to keep him out of trouble.  Homer stayed 

with the car but was curious about the ropes and chains in the nearby 

trees.  He surmises that he was thinking of how customers would tie up 

the horses, so he decided to tie up the car in the same manner.  He tied 

a chain around the center post between the sets of doors.  When his 

mother came out of the store, she deposited her things in the car and 

drove off.  Boy was she surprised when the whole side of the car was 

yanked off!  Homer was reminded of this act of destruction many times 

as he grew up.     

By Dave Harrison 
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