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The club’s “Take Apart Car” Project 

See more on page 9 
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The official newsletter of the Santa 

Clara Valley Model  T Ford Club 

2022Club Officers 

 President    Barbara Beach  (408) 887-4857 

 Vice President   Oliver Johnson  (650) 269-1518 

 Secretary   Bill Bratt   (650) 341-8859 

 Treasurer   Mary Beaman  (408) 996-3110 

 Backfire Editor  Jim Boyden   (408) 268-4872 

Coordinators 

 Touring   “open” 

 Programs   Lynn Alens   (408) 205-5806 

 Membership   Ivan Jorgensen  (408) 874-6373 

 Tech and Safety  Dan Smith   (408) 287-3908 

 Endurance Run  Oliver Johnson  (650) 269-1518 

 Lowland Tour  Peder Jorgensen  (408) 358-3398 

 Librarian   Maryann Steele  (408) 867-4393 

 Webmaster   Nikkie Gulko  nikkieguyen@hotmail.com 

 Refreshments  “open”     

 Historian   Lucy Greenberg  (408) 997-0879 

 Sunshine   Helen Christensen  (408) 739-8424 

 Public Relations  Allan Greenberg  (408) 997-0879 

 AAHP    Peder and Maria Jorgensen   (408) 358-3398 

     Allan and Lucy Greenberg      (408) 997-0879 

 Past President  Dan Gulko  nikkieguyen@hotmail.com 

The SCVMTFC is a chapter of the Model T Ford Club of America. The club was founded in 1969 to pro-

mote the history and the enjoyment of Henry Ford’s Famous Model T. Meetings which are normally held 

at 7:30 pm on the third Friday of the month are being held on Zoom due to the Covid-19 pandemic. 

Membership dues are $10 per year. Send dues to Ivan Jorgensen, 475 Sunnyoakes Ave. Campbell 

CA ,95008 or PO Box 2081. Membership in the Model T Ford Club of America is encouraged. Dues are 

$40 per year. Send dues to MTFCA P.O. Box 996 Richmond IN 47375-0996. 
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President’s message for February 2022 

What beautiful weather we had in Rich-

mond!  Our January tour to Rosie the Rivet-

er museum and Red Oak WWII ship was 

quite spectacular.  The Rosie museum was 

fascinating.  I learned that during this time in 

history where women needed to join the 

workforce is when women changed from 

wearing dresses to slacks.  Thank good-

ness.  Hard to work on Model Ts in a dress!  

The museum was on the property with the old Richmond Ford Assembly Plant that 

first cranked out Model As in 1930.  Fun to think about what it was like there at the 

time. 

The Red Oak Victory ship was built in the Richmond Harbor in only 4 days!  The feats 

we completed during war time were unbelievable.  The quarters were too claustropho-

bic for me, but the party room with the dance floor was fun to imagine back in the day.  

Thanks to the Meneelys for this tour. (See pictures on page 6) I am up for next 

month’s tour.  More to follow on that. 

Lynn Alens dazzled us at the last meeting with some early automotive trivia.  He ven-

tured out of just Fords, broadening our knowledge base.  Admittedly, I did not do well.  

And, as always, it is hard to catch Ed Archer!  Thanks, Lynn, for the fascinating ques-

tions. 

I am finding myself venturing to other vehicles too by spending time at the Roaring 

Camp Steam Train.  You will find me there on weekends learning more about locomo-

tive history during our Model T era. 

Speaking of trains, did you know that a train engineer cannot be electrocuted?  Its be-

cause he is not the conductor…… 

Happy Touring, 

Barbara 

 

 Dues are Due 

Membership dues are $10per year. 

Send dues to Ivan Jorgensen, 475 

Sunnyoakes Ave. Campbell CA 95008. 

. 
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 SCVMTFC General Meeting 

Jan. 21, 2022 

The meeting was called to order by President, Barbara Beach at 7:32PM.  Number of 

members present 15 and 0 guests. 

Secretary:  Bill Bratt read the Board Meeting Minutes 

There were no other readings. 

Vice President: Oliver Johnson had nothing to report 

Treasurer:  Mary Beaman reviewed the Checking & Savings account, Mary sent out the 

Balance Sheet and Profit and Loss statements to date to the Board along with 2022 Budg-

et. She offered to send the Budget to members wanting to review it. 

Programs:  Lynn Alens said the program for tonight will be a Trivia Contest about all cars 

and the industry.  A one-and-a-half-minute video will be presented. 

Backfire:  Jim Boyden can use articles, stories and pictures.  He asked to have pictures of the put-together car sent to him.  Allan said he 

would submit pictures and a list of parts needed for the car. 

Tours:  Bob Meneely reminded everyone that Sunday is the modern car tour to Rosie the Riveters’ and Red Oak Ship.  Feb, 19th Barbara 

Beach will lead a tour to the Egyptian Museum in San Jose. March 19th truck tour to Martial Cottle Park lead by Rob Guzzetta and Lynn 

Alens, more information to come.. Ed Archer will be attending the MTFCA Annual Meeting in St. Louis. 

Public Relations:  Allan Greenberg mentioned he will start Public Relations in April.  Jim Lukash had some important information about the 

1915 Model T. The T will be taken to Whitney Haiist’s Shop in Orinda by Jim Boyden. Feb. 12th the people interested can go to the shop to 

see the progress. Details will be coming. A schedule for routine maintenance will also be sent out. 

Membership:  Mary reported 45 paid members.  Get your $10 in soon! 

Tech & Safety:  Bob Beaman needed tubes for his Model A.  He explained about his order and the time he had to wait to receive them – 5 

months.  So he ordered from Amazon and found tubes although the tube size was a bit different – 19” tractor wheel – he asked the members 

if that would work.  Good Luck Bob 

Librarian:  Mary Ann was unable to report due to computer difficulties. 

Endurance Run:  Oliver did not have a report 

AAHP:  Allan Greenberg reported he had sent out 900 emails telling about the event in Sept. Allan invites members to come to Kelley Park 

to see the progress of the Put-Together Model T.  You are all welcome on Tuesday or Thursday.  Must wear a mask.  Allan will also send 

pictures to Jim Boyden for the Backfire. 

Website:  Nikkie Gulko had no report 

Historian:  Lucy Greenberg had no report 

Sunshine:  Helen Christensen sent no cards but will now send one  to Kris Hass for the death of her mother, Marie Cavilli. 

Old Business:  None 

New Business:  None 

Good of the Order:  Jim & Jean Boyden Happy Anniversary, #64 Congrats! 

Bill & Pat welcomed their new great grandchild, Lucas William. 

Next General Meeting will be February 18, 2022. 

Adjourned at 8:08PM.Submitted by:  Bill Bratt, Secretary. 
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2022 CALENDAR   (SCVMTFC Tours & Events noted in BOLD) 
 

Jan 29-30, Turlock Swap Meet, Stanislaus County Fairgrounds, Turlock, CA. 

Feb 18 (Fri), SCVMTFC General Meeting on ZOOM, 7:30PM. 

Feb 19 (Sat), SCVMTFC Tour to Egyptian Museum. Watch for emailed directions. 

Mar 19 (Sat), SCVMTFC T Truck Tour to Martial Cottle Park, more later. 

Mar 25-26, MTFCA Annual Meeting, St. Louis, MO. 

Apr 2-3, Arizona Speedster Run, Wickenburg, AZ.  603-973-6423. 

Apr 23 (Sat), SCVMTFC Tour to Portola Valley and Alpine Railroad, more later. 

Apr 23-24, Tulare Brass Era/Prewar Swap Meet, International Ag Center, Tulare, CA, in 

conjunction w/ CA Antique Farm Equipment Show. 

May 30-Jun4, Golden Gate Tour IV, Mill Valley, CA, hosted by MTFC of S CA.  323-497-

0601. 

Jun 5, Mother Lode Model T Club Swap Meet, Gold Country Fairgrounds, Auburn, CA. 

June 11-12, SCVMTFC Endurance Run and Lowland Tour.   

June 19-24, MTFCA National Tour, Fond du Lac, WI. 

Sept 17, Antique Autos in History Park, hosted by SCVMTFC and History San Jose. 

Oct. 15, SCVMTFC Progressive Lunch (Save the date, details to come later) 
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 The club toured the “Rosie The Rivetter” Museum and the Victory Ship Red Oak on January 23rd. 

Red Oak Victory was built by the Permanente Metals Corporation's Richmond 

Number 1 Yard in Richmond, California and launched on 9 November 1944. Victory 

ships were not intended to be long lasting, but the welds of the Red Oak Victory are 

still intact after 76 years. The ship is 455 feet (139 m) in length, and armed with 

one five-inch/38 caliber gun; one three-inch/50 caliber gun, and eight 20 mm guns. 

The ship was acquired by the United States Navy on 5 December 1944 and com-

missioned the same day as USS Red Oak Victory (AK-235). Following a fitting-out 

period, Red Oak Victory was loaded with cargo and departed San Francisco 

for Pearl Harbor on 10 January 1945. Red Oak Victory departed Hawaii on 10 February loaded with munitions needed in 

the Marshall and Caroline islands. Sent onward from Enewetak, she arrived in Ulithi on 28 February, and then began operating under 6. Op-

erating out of the does not exist)" Philippines, she issued cargo and ammunition to various ships in the fleet through the end of the war in August 

1945. During a hazardous tour of duty in the Pacific, Red Oak Victory handled many tons of ammunition, supplying the fleet without a single 

casualty. 

Red Oak Victory was decommissioned in 1946 and returned to the U.S. Maritime Commission. Red Oak Victory was used by 

the Luckenbach Steamship Company from 1947 through the 1950s, during which time the vessel went to Japan, Korea, Cuba, Pakistan, 

India, Singapore and Japan again. Red Oak Victory was operated by American Mail Lines for the Military Sea Transport Service from 1966 to 

1968, making a dozen voyages to Vietnam, Japan and the Philippines carrying military supplies loaded at West Coast ports. From 1968 until 

1998, she was laid up in the National Defense Reserve Fleet in Suisun Bay. 

Destined to be scrapped, Red Oak Victory came to the attention of the Richmond Museum Association in 1993. In 1996 Congress passed 

legislation authorizing the conveyance of the ship to the Museum Association. Red Oak Victory was turned over to the Richmond Museum of 

History and returned to a new home in Richmond on 20 September 1998. She is being restored and operated by the Richmond Museum of 

History, and is part of the Rosie the Riveter/World War II Home Front National Historical Park. 
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Trivia Quiz 

1.  Locomobile produced the most cars in the US in 1901 and 1902.  What company produced the most cars in 

1903-1905? 

a. Rambler  

b. Chrysler  

c. Chevrolet 

d. Oldsmobile   

2. The first Locomobile automobiles were powered by what means? 

a. Steam powered engine 

b. Internal combustion engine 

c. Electric engine 

d. Rubber bands 

3. What is the oldest surviving auto brand in the US? 

a. Buick  

b. Oldsmobile 

c. Chrysler 

d. Ford 

4. What auto company is credited with the first mass produced car made from the first automotive assembly 

line? 

a. Locomobile 

b. Packard 

c. Ford 

d. Oldsmobile 

 

5. What year was General Motors founded?  What brand of car did they sell? 

a. 1905 Locomobile 

b. 1907 Franklin 

c. 1908 Buick 

d. 1910 Oldsmobile 

 

6. Louis Chevrolet and ousted General Motors founder William Durant established the Chevrolet Motor Car Com-

pany in 1911.  Chevrolet sold his stake to Durant in 1915 and Durant used Chevrolet to acquire a controlling 

At the last club Zoom meeting Program Chairman Lynn Alens  conducted a Trivia Quiz on Au-

tomotive History. Try it your self and see how you do. See answers starting on page 9 
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stake in General Motors with a reverse merger occurring in 1918, propelling himself back to the FM presidency. 

What was Louis Chevrolet’s occupation before founding Chevrolet and what did he do at the end of his career? 

a. Accomplished inventor/Owner of a ship building company 

b. Machine shop owner/Philanthropist 

c. Race car driver/simple mechanic in a Chevrolet factory 

d. Distinguished engineer in the automotive industry/Aircraft engine manufacturing owner. 

 

7. Who was the first to offer a spare tire as an option? 

a. Oldsmobile in 1902 

b. Rambler in 1909 

c. Ford in 1913 

d. Cadillac in 1915 

 

8. Who was the first to offer an in-car radio? 

a. Chrysler in 1920 

b. Buick in 1921 

c. Chevrolet in 1922 

d. Cadillac in 1925 

 

9. What auto manufacturer was the first to offer factory AC? 

a. Oldsmobile in 1935 

b. Ford in 1937 

c. Packard in 1940 

d. Chevrolet in 1942 

 

10.  What car brand was the first to introduce turn signals? 

a. Ford in 1932 

b. Chevrolet in 1935 

c. Chrysler in 1937 

d. Buick in 1939 

 

11. What was the first car company to include an air filter on the engine? 
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 Answers to Trivia Quiz. 

1.  Locomobile produced the most cars in the US in 1901 and 1902.  What company 

produced the most cars in 1903-1905?   

 Oldsmobile.  1907 – Ford took over first place for the next 21 years 

2.  The first Locomobile automobiles were powered by what means? 

Steam powered engine.  The Locomobile Company of America was founded in 1899, 

the name coined from "locomotive" and "automobile".  They began experimenting 

with gasoline internal combustion engines in 1902 and in 1903 no longer produced 

steam powered autos. 

3.  What is the oldest surviving auto brand in the US?   

Buick in 1899.  Prior to 1903 Buicks were made by Buick Auto-Vim and Power Compa-

ny.  David Buick left the Buick Motor Company and the automotive industry in 1906. 

4.  What auto company is credited with the first mass produced car made from the 

first automotive assembly line?  

 The “Curved Dash” Oldsmobile.  Oldsmobile was the first to use an assembly line but 

it was not a moving assembly line which Ford utilized to mass produce the Model T. 

5. What year was General Motors founded?  What brand of car did they sell? 

Founded in 1908 by William Crapo Durant 

6.  What was Louis Chevrolet’s occupation before founding Chevrolet and what did 

he do at the end of his career? 

Race car driver/simple mechanic in a Chevrolet factory 

7.  Who was the first to offer a spare tire as an option?  

 Ramblers from the Thomas B Jeffrey Company 1909 at an additional cost of $74 on a 

$2250 modest touring car 

8.  Who was the first to offer an in-car radio? 
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 Chevrolet in 1922 at an aftermarket ad-on cost of $200.   

9.  What auto manufacturer was the first to offer factory AC? 

  Packard in 1940.   

10.  What car brand was the first to introduce turn signals? 

   Buick in 1939 

11.  What was the first car company to include an air filter on the engine? 

  Packard in 1915 

12.  Who was the first to introduce a commercially available passenger car power 

steering system?  

Chrysler in 1951  

13.  Who was the first to offer a fully automatic transmission (no clutch – only a 

brake and gas petal)?  

 Oldsmobile in 1940 

14.  Who was the first to offer a speedo or speedometer? 

 Oldsmobile in 1901 

15.  In the early 1900’s, why were all major US auto manufacturers headquartered 

in or near Detroit?  

 All of the above are true.  There was no indication that Detroit would come to dominate car making in the indus-

try’s early years.  None of the 69 companies that entered the auto industry between 1895 and 1900 were located in Detroit.  But people like Henry 

Ford and Ransom Olds were innovators in the automotive industry and happened to live in Michigan.  Olds Motor Works became Detroit’s first 

major carmaker when it relocated from Lansing in 1900.  Ransom Olds then made a decision that would shape the course of the industry—rather 

than creating hundreds of small components in-house for his Curved Dash Runabout, he subcontracted much of the work to companies in Detroit’s 

flourishing manufacturing sector which included heavy industry like machine shops and stove works. The people who built the car’s parts eventual-

ly learned so much about automotive manufacturing that they went on to launch their own brands.  Automotive executives in early-20th-century 

Detroit behaved a lot like Silicon Valley executives today: They regularly switched companies and launched spinoffs and startups.  This culture of 

cross-pollination spread innovative manufacturing and design ideas among the Detroit manufacturers.  Distant competitors couldn’t keep up with 

Motown’s research and development operations and eventually failed or sold themselves to Detroit.  In addition, natural resources like iron ore 

was available from the Mesabi Range in Minnesota, and there was ample timber in Michigan itself. (Early car frames were made of wood.) Rail 
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Model T Put Together Project 

History San Jose has approved of the volunteers in the restoration 

shop to assemble a Model T for the purpose of bringing back the 

Model T Put Together event that was held in the past at Antique Au-

tos in History Park.  This effort will need to be accomplished with do-

nations of parts.  We have received many parts already.  Attached is 

a list of missing parts for this project.  If anyone has any of these 

parts, we ask that you drop them off at History Park (635 Phelan 

Ave., San Jose) on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 8 am to 2 pm.  If 

you would like to see the project and/or help, you are welcome to do 

so.  Contact Allan at (408)997-0879 for the gate code. 
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Qty Description Donated by 

1 Steering wheel B. Bratt 

1 Front axle B. Meneely 

1  Front spring T. Johnson 

4 Coils  

1 Timing gear cover T. Johnson 

2 Timer & roller B. Bratt/E. Archer 

1 30 x 3 ½ tire E. Archer 

2 30 x 3 ½ tubes A. Greenberg 

2 30 x 3 ½ tubes  

2 Brake springs E. Archer 

1 Radiator outlet hose B. Bratt 

1 Radiator inlet hose B. Bratt 

1 Body  P. Jorgensen 

1 Seat cushions   

1 Gasket set (unused returned) A. Greenberg 

1 Exhaust pipe  

1 Tie rod B. Meneely 

1  Steering rod B. Meneely 

1  Throttle  

1 Drive bearing housing  B. Meneely 

1 Drive shaft bearing B. Meneely 

1 Pinion gear B. Meneely 

1 Muffler sheet metal  

2 Brake rods  

1 Fan belt A, Greenberg 

1 Wish bone  B. Meneely 

2 Rear fender braces  

2 Running board rods  

1 Parking brake handle assembly  

1 Crank B. Meneely 

 Floor boards  

1 Magneto plug  

2 Gas tank straps  

1 Ammeter  

8 Lug nuts and bolts B. Meneely 

1 Fan arm & mounting bolt E. Archer 
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Qty Description Donated by 

Lots Hub bolts B. Meneely 

2 Front spring perch nuts B. Meneely 

 Wiring harnesses  

2 Running Boards B. Meneely 

1 Drive Shaft Spool Housing  B. Meneely 

4 Manifold Holding Brackets B. Meneely 

2 Front Wheel Washers B. Meneely 

1 LH Front Wheel Nut B. Meneely 

1 Differential Drain Plug B. Meneely 

1 Coil Box Wood B. Meneely 

1 Right Front Wheel Nut  

1 Wish Bone Cap A. Greenberg 

1 Drive Shaft Inner Sleeve B. Meneely 

1 Drive Shaft Nut  

4 Demountable Rims  

4 Spark plugs A. Greenberg 

4 Water hose clamps A. Greenberg 

1 Tie Rod Shoulder Bolt B. Meneely 

 Bolts for Universal B. Meneely 

1 Rear Wheel Key A. Greenberg 

2 Radiator Mounting Bolts A. Greenberg 

4 Dash Mounting Bolts A. Greenberg 

2 Rear Fender Brackets B. Meneely 

1 Throttle Rod B. Meneely 

1 Spark Rod B. Meneely 

1 ’26 or ’27 Coil Box  
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 Marie lived a wonderful life. She was born on May 22nd, 1914 

on her family’s dairy ranch in Pomponio, CA. She was the 

youngest of five. 

At age 4, Marie started her education at the one-room school-

house down the road because they needed more students to 

keep it open. She walked to school through fields of fava beans 

that towered over her, frightened of the snakes in her path. She 

liked school and wanted to be a teacher from the very begin-

ning. 

Marie went to Pescadero High School and met the love of her 

life on the school bus when she was a sophomore. He was the 

handsome new transfer student from Sequoia High School, Mil-

ton. 

Their first encounter did not go well. Each morning, Milton, who 

was picked up first, would sprawl across the front seats of the bus. Marie was last to be picked up. When she looked for a seat on the 

crowded bus, Milton refused to move over to give her a seat. She thought he was a rude bully. 

Then, a few months into her sophomore year, Marie’s sister-in-law threw a Valentine’s Day party for her and her classmates. Milton ar-

rived in his best outfit and enthusiastically participated in the games. Marie was impressed when he was willing to push a peanut across 

the floor with his nose to win a relay race.  

They started dating soon after that party, beginning an 83-year romance. After a long engagement, they were married for 76 years. They 

loved to travel, dance (ballroom and square dance…Marie made all the costumes) play tennis, spend a part of every week at their cabin in 

La Honda relaxing…but mostly working, and going on car trips with the car clubs 

Marie was the only one in her family to go to college. She got a cosmetology license from College of San Mateo and a BA and teaching 

credential from San Jose State University. She taught for 36 years, first in the one-room schoolhouse that she had attended in Pomponio, 

where she served as teacher, principal, and janitor. She even had to purify the water and keep the wood stove heater stoked.  

During WWII, Marie taught in San Leandro and rode a bicycle (purchased with rations) to and from school. She quickly learned that it was 

safest and most practical to wear pants, rather than the long skirts that were considered proper attire for a teacher at the time. But she 

wore her pants anyway, clear in her convictions that practicality was more important than propriety in this case.   

Starting in 1946, Marie taught at Beresford Park School in San Mateo. She provided an enriching experience for her students: taking them 

on field trips, publishing their stories and poems in the local newspapers and planning large-scale art projects. Two permanent clay pieces 

made by her students were installed on the school grounds—an obelisk that stood at the entrance to the school and a clay mural depicting 

California history on the entrance wall.  

In 1944, Marie’s daughter Kristeen was born. Since Marie worked as a teacher throughout Kris’ childhood, summers were their opportuni-

ty to spend quality time together. Marie and Kris would spend the summer months in La Honda, swimming in the pool, playing canasta, 

and rehearsing for weekly dance recitals, performed for friends and neighbors in the outdoor Play Bowl every Saturday. 

In 1963, Marie and Kris took a three month tour of Europe. She asked Milton to come along, but he declined. After two months, he missed 

her and Kris so much that he bought a ticket and joined them. For Marie and Milton, that was the first of many travels throughout the US 

and abroad.  

In 1975 she retired from teaching when her granddaughter Shaleece was born. In 1979 her grandson, Brent, was born. She loved being a 

grandmother and was excited to pass on her love of nature to her grandkids.  

In her retirement, Marie loved to play tennis.  She won some trophies at her local club and played until she was 93. She learned to use the 

computer, wrote her autobiography and enjoyed writing poetry. 

Marie and Milton had a very active social life and many friends. They especially loved adventuring with their car clubs. On one particularly 

exciting trip to Yosemite, a wheel on their Model T Ford came loose on a windy, narrow road on the side of a cliff. The others in the Model 

T caravan helped wire the wheel together and they continued on their adventure. 

Milton died at 102 in 2015 and Marie went to live in Becky and Vito’s care home and there she was cared for by the wonderful Liza Mag-

biray. When the care home closed two years later, Marie and Liza moved to an apartment complex where they quickly grew close to their 

neighbors, building close and lasting friendships. Every day, Marie loved watching and hearing the children play. Milton’s best friend, Bill 

and his wife Pat visited them every Sunday. Liza and Marie lived there until Marie had a beautiful and peaceful passing on January 16, 

2022. (thank you, daughter Kriss)  

Milt and Marie Cavalli 




