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The official newsletter of the Santa 

Clara Valley Model  T Ford Club 

2022Club Officers 

 President    Barbara Beach  (408) 887-4857 

 Vice President   Oliver Johnson  (650) 269-1518 

 Secretary   Bill Bratt   (650) 341-8859 

 Treasurer   Mary Beaman  (408) 838-9224 

 Backfire Editor  Jim Boyden   (408) 268-4872 

Coordinators 

 Touring   “open” 

 Programs   Lynn Alens   (408) 205-5806 

 Membership   Ivan Jorgensen  (408) 874-6373 

 Tech and Safety  Dan Smith   (408) 287-3908 

 Endurance Run  Oliver Johnson  (650) 269-1518 

 Lowland Tour  Peder Jorgensen  (408) 358-3398 

 Librarian   Maryann Steele  (408) 867-4393 

 Webmaster   Nikkie Gulko  nikkieguyen@hotmail.com 

 Refreshments  “open”     

 Historian   Lucy Greenberg  (408) 997-0879 

 Sunshine   Helen Christensen  (408) 739-8424 

 Public Relations  Allan Greenberg  (408) 997-0879 

 AAHP    Peder and Maria Jorgensen   (408) 358-3398 

     Allan and Lucy Greenberg      (408) 997-0879 

 Past President  Dan Gulko  nikkieguyen@hotmail.com 

The SCVMTFC is a chapter of the Model T Ford Club of America. The club was founded in 1969 to pro-

mote the history and the enjoyment of Henry Ford’s Famous Model T. Meetings are held  7:30 pm, on the  

third Friday of the month, at the First Republic Bank, Los Alto CA. Membership dues are $30 per year. 

Send dues to Ivan Jorgensen, 475 Sunnyoakes Ave. Campbell CA ,95008 or PO Box 2081. Membership 

in the Model T Ford Club of America is encouraged. Dues are $40 per year. Send dues to MTFCA P.O. 

Box 996 Richmond IN 47375-0996. 
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President’s message for July 2022 

 

And our second in person meeting was 

a success!  Thanks to all that attended.  

Dan Smith was able to tell us about ax-

le bearings.  Theme to many of parts 

discussions – original parts are superi-

or.  Want to also shout out to Lynn Alens who had a program, but the equipment 

failed us.  Not used to what we need to have at the bank yet.  Plus we were having 

so much fun, we ran out of time. 

Hats off to Oliver Johnson and an amazing host of volunteers for an incredible time 

at the Endurance Run and Low Land Tour.  We had a great time at Niles that pro-

vided a wonderful, old-time backdrop for our vintage (non)race.  It was great that 

everyone who left the parking lot made is back with a running car.  (Yes, that 

means maybe one did not even get to leave, but people are great sports and still 

had fun.)  I heard two phrases over and over again at this event.  One, “When are 

you getting a speedster?” And two, “When are you going to get the bed on your 

T?”  Thanks, all, for looking out for me. 

Now we have 4
th
 of July upon us.  It is so great to have Sveadal on our events list 

again after a few years’ break for COVID.  Hope everyone got their RSVP to Ivan.  

If not, please call him right away. 

Since it is Independence Day, we should review the difference between a duck 

and George Washington.  One has a bill on his face, the other has his face on a 

bill. 

I was going to tell you the one about the Liberty bell, but it would crack you up. 

Happy touring all, 

Barbara 
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SCVMTFC – General Meeting 

June 17, 2022 

 

The meeting was called to order by Pres Barbara Beach at 7:32.  

There were 15 members present and no guests. Barbara asked if 

there were any additions or corrections to the minutes that were 

printed in the Backfire. No, so they were accepted as printed. 

Pat Meneely had a reading regarding songs about old cars.  They 

sang a lot of songs about Fords. There are hundreds of songs about 

cars but about 60 are about Fords as their subject! 

Treasurer: Mary Beaman passed out the Profit and Loss and Bal-

ance Sheets as of June 17, 2022 for the members to review. 

Program: Lynn Alens said that we would see a Video on the 2008 Centennial T Party for our program. 

Backfire: Jim Boyden thanked everyone for their articles and pictures. He requested pictures from the Lowland 

Tour and the Endurance Run for the next Backfire. 

Tours: Bob Meneely passed out Driving Patches to Dan Smith and Jim Boyden for driving their T’s on the Low-

land Tour. There were many comments regarding the good route for both the Lowland Tour and the Endurance 

Run! Bob gave a list of the upcoming tours for the next several months.  Check the activity list in the Backfire for 

all the details.  

Tech and Safety: Dan Smith referred to an interesting article written in the March/April Vintage Ford by Stu Tom-

linson, McPherson College. Dan did a discussion on original versus reproduction rear axle bearings. Bottom line 

is find a good original if at all possible! 

Librarian: Maryann Steele brought in a suitcase full of books and manuals for members to check out. 

Endurance Run: Oliver Johnson, chairman of the Endurance Run, received a round of applause for a job well 

done! He also gave a big thank you to all of the helpers for a successful event! 

Refreshments: The Boydens brought beverages and the Meneelys brought cookies. 

Old Business: Jim Boyden stated that on July 23 the Horseless Carriage and the our Model T Club will be replac-

ing the ignition system, coils and timer on the Palo Alto History Museum Model T. 

New Business: Nancy Alens brought up a good question. How do we get out a program to get young people inter-

ested and involved in Model T’s.  This is a great topic to think about!  Mary Beaman stated that as treasurer she  

is now able to accept payment for membership for the club using Zelle. 

Oliver Johnson made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Seconded by Mary Beaman. Meeting adjourned at 8:29 

 

Respectfully submitted by substitute secretary, Pat Meneely 
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2022 CALENDAR   (SCVMTFC Tours & Events noted in BOLD) 

 

July 11 (Mon), SCVMTFC Board Meeting on ZOOM. 

July15 (Fri), SCVMTFC General Meeting IN PERSON!!! at First Republic Bank, 7:30 pm, 400 S. San Antonio 

Road, Los Altos.   

July 4 (Mon), SCVMTFC Tour to Sveadal for breakfast, Meet at 8:45am behind the Shell station at Blossom 

Hill Road and Almaden Expressway. Leave around 9am, arrive around 10am.  Pancake breakfast is served at 

10am.  Tour is free, pancake breakfast is $12 for adults and $5 for kids.  Please RSVP by June 26 to Ivan 

Jorgensen, ivan.jorgensen@gmail.com, 408-348-8359. 

July 4th (Mon) Rose, White, and Blue Parade. The Model T Club has been invited to the Rose, White, and Blue 

parade. The parade will take place in downtown San Jose. More information will be provided as we get closer to 

the event. 

July 23 (Sat), workday on the Museum of American Heritage Model T, 351 Homer Ave, Palo Alto.  

August 13 (Sat), SCVMTFC has been invited to bring our antique autos to the "Keep the Spirit of '45 Alive event 

at History Park (693 Phelan Ave, San Jose, 95112).  The date is Sat. August 13, 2022.  More details to fol-

low.  Contact Allan Greenberg, allangreenb01@gmail.com or at 408-997-0879. 

August 27 (Sat), SCVMTFC Driving Tour to the South Valley with a stop at Kirigin Winery.  Meet in front of 

Boyden residence (18695 Carriage Hill Dr, San Jose) at 9:30AM, leave at 10:00. Bring a picnic lunch. 

Sept 17 (Sat), Antique Autos in History Park, hosted by SCVMTFC and History San Jose, 11am-4:00pm.   

Oct 15 (Sat), SCVMTFC Progressive Lunch Tour.  Starting time and place TBD, RSVP with Nikkie and 

Lucy at  lucyandnikkie@gmail.com  
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ENDURANCE RUN 2022 

 

Endurance Run 2022 

was based in the Niles 

District of Fremont.  

Morning lineup was in 

the municipal parking 

lot which is deserted in 

the early hours of a 

Sunday morning.  We 

had 18 speedsters reg-

istered and 18 showed 

at the starting line.  

Two columns of speed-

sters were flanked by a column of Lowland 

cars on either side (about 22 total).   

At the magic hour, the national anthem was 

played, and "gentlemen, start your engines" 

was heard.  This took a minute or two to get 

everyone running. It is hard to tell whether or 

not your car is running when that many 

speedsters fire up those unmuffled exhausts.   

The green flag fell and away we went.  

Headed West then doubled back all the way 

along the foothills to Sierra Road.  You know 

about Sierra Road, don't you, a steep test for 

a Model T, enough to start worrying about 

that front main bearing starving for oil.  I don't 

know about the other folks but my little stock 

engine speedster required low Ruckstell, low 

pedal on the steeper portions.  And, as we 

labored up to the top, twisting and turning 

and rolling left and right, we marveled that 

the Tour de California bicycle race uses this 

road on many of their events.  I cannot imag-

ine going full speed down that hill on a bicy-

cle, gutsy. 

At the top, we stopped at the first check point 

and enjoyed the view of the Santa Clara Val-

ley below.  If you have never been up there 

on a clear day, it is worth the trouble, the 

view is magnificent.  And it must be awe-

some at night.  And then onward, circling 

around to Felter Road for the descent down 

to a right downhill turn onto Calaveras Road.   

This took us around Calaveras Reservoir 

which was a great drive, on a newly surfaced 

road, and eventually we ended up in Sunol at 

the train station for our second check point.   

From Sunol, we wound through Pleasanton 

and Livermore to Patterson Pass Road, 

which somehow, I had never been on before.   

This required some more steep climbing up 

though the windmill farms and past a lot of 

happy cattle on the grassy hills.  We de-

scended on the other side of the Altamont 

Hills down into the San Joaquin Valley and 

crossed over Interstate 5, but not before 

stopping at a lonely Mobil station just in 

case, let's not run out of gas on the hills go-

ing back. 

Headed east down the valley past ware-

house heaven out there in Tracy, what on 

earth is in all those warehouses?  Eventually, 

we found our way onto Corral Road and 

went back up and over the Altamont Hills.   It 

was on this stretch that we did a self check 

point.  We had to identify a site number for a 

Livermore Labs facility and enter it on our 

checkpoint cards.  It was also on this leg that 

we found out why they have windmills on the 



Page 7 

 Altamont.  I swear, it was blowing hard enough 

to take the paint off the car.  I thought the 

leather strap on my helmet was going to let 

go.  On this side of the Altamont, I think they 

need to change the name of Corral Road to 

Speedbump Launching Road.  Some traffic 

people are definitely over-zealous.  Way too 

many bumps, way too high, must drive the 

folks that live out there crazy.    

Our return route took us through the vineyard 

section of Livermore and then we made the 

dash for home down Niles Canyon Road.  We 

were checker flagged in as we passed by the 

vintage Flying A Station in Niles.    

All save one of the speedsters finished.  Jim 

Pappakostas earned the hard luck trophy for 

fading out in the first mile.  The other trophy 

winners were:  Oldest Driver, Ed Archer; 

Youngest Driver, Oliver Johnson; Rookie of 

the Year, Steven Chase; Farthest traveled 

(Colorado), Bill Krause; Third Place, Mike 

Robinson and Dawna Robinson; Second 

Place, Ed Archer and Leslie Kent; and First 

Place, Stephen Hite and Jeff Nielsen.   

All in all, a good run, perfect weather, just a 

little wind on the way back.  As my son said to 

me, "this is the first run where I was not too 

hot or too cold for at least a part of the day.   

Thanks to all for helping and participating and 

thanks to Oliver Johnson for chairing the 

event. Bob Meneely 
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2022 Endurance Run 

This year's Endurance Run was the 

first “official” run in the 2-year hiatus 

due to the impact of “The COVID”.  

The event should have been the 

53rd Annual Endurance Run and 

Lowland Tour, but it was called the 

51st.  Can we still call it “Annual”?  

The event started in the historic 

town of Niles in Fremont.  The 

weather was perfect for a tour.  The 

two days leading up to the Sunday 

June 12th event were HOT, temperatures in the high 

90s and even 100 in some areas.  Saturday night the 

clouds rolled in and Sunday was quite a bit cooler and 

we even experienced a couple rain drops.  The weath-

er was perfect for a speedster ride. 

This year we had two first time drivers, Bill Krause from 

Colorado and Steven Chase from Sausalito.  We left 

the start line and headed south on Mission Boulevard 

and turning east to follow the eastern foothills of the 

valley.  The goal of the morning was to reach the infa-

mous “Sierra Road”.  Upon turning onto Sierra Road, 

you are greeted with a steep climb that is just taunting 

you.  After two steep switchbacks you can look to the 

left and all of a sudden you are hundreds of feet above 

the Santa Clara Valley and treated with an amazing 

view; however the climb and beautiful views do not 

stop there.  Every corner you turn you think must be 

the last, but instead you are greeted with another steep 

climb.  Once at the top you are at the Sierra Vista Open 

Space.  Sierra Vista Open Space has a nice parking lot 

and was the first checkpoint along with a spectacular 

view of the valley.  Just imagine what the view would 

have been like to look over and see orchards in every 

direction.  If you have never been up Sierra Rd, I would 

highly recommend it.  The route continued down the 

backside and over to Calaveras Road, meandering 

alongside the reservoir.  Eventually we reached Sunol 

for the donut/coffee stop and checkpoint number two.  

We were greeted by Bill and Pat Bratt with donuts, cof-

fee, juice, and place to use the restroom.  The stop was 

alongside the Niles Canyon Railway at the Sunol stop. 

The diesel train was out warming up and getting ready 

to take people for a ride through the canyon.  From 

Sunol, the route went through Pleasanton and Liver-

more to get to Patterson Pass Road.  Patterson Pass 

Road travels through the base of the windmills that you 

see from highway 580 at Altamont Pass.  Hold on to 

your hats and steering wheels when traveling on Pat-

terson Pass Road as the wind can get pretty high, “that 

is why they put windmills there”!  Once on the other 

side, the route turned and came back Corral Hollow 

Rd, but not after traveling by all the large distribution 

warehouses (Costco, Amazon, Safeway, FedEx, Home 

Depot, Best Buy, and others).  I should have picked up 

my Amazon package while out there and saved them a 

trip!  There is not much out there along Corral Hollow 

Rd, except two things a motorcycle offroad park and a 

“top secret” Lawrence Livermore National Laboratories 

site.  Be careful when approaching a guard station as 

these guards are armed, just ask Ray Fontaine.  Even-

tually the road leads back into the southern end of Liv-

ermore.  The route continued back through Livermore 

and Pleasanton eventually ending with one of my favor-

ite roads and drives, Niles Canyon.  The road follows 

the creek and the railroad tracks, if you get lucky some-

day the Niles Canyon Railroad will be running their 

steam train and everything will come together as why 

this is one of my favorites roads/drives.  The run re-

turned to where it started in Niles.  Lunch and awards 

were handed out at the Flying A Station. 

The awards were handed out to the following people: 

Farthest Traveled: Bill Krause 

Oldest Driver: Ed Archer 

Youngest Driver: Oliver Johnson 

Hard Luck: Jim Pappakostas 

Rookie of the Year: Steven Chase 

3rd Place: Mike Robinson and Dawna Robinson 

2nd Place: Ed Archer and Leslie Kent 

1st Place: Stephen Hite and Jeff Nielsen 

Congratulations to all that participated and finished and 

a big thank you to all the volunteers.  A special thank 

you to Oliver Johnson for stepping up to chair the 

event. Get that speedster ready for next years event 

and don’t be scared to volunteer to assist!  

Ivan Jorgensen 
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 2022 Lowland Tour 

Whoever ordered the weather for this year’s event has a permanent 

job.  After the two previous days of very warm weather, the day 

started out at a perfect temperature and held up the remainder of 

the event.  There were more than 20 cars registered for the Low-

land Tour and many more cars at the starting line.  Downtown Niles 

included many Endurance Run era cars on the Boulevard which 

were the courtesy of Gary Mills, the local promotor of the Niles Dis-

trict.  Gary also drove his 34’ Ford Phaeton on the tour.   

There was a good cross section of cars on the tour, nearly a half 

dozen of Model T’s and nearly a dozen of Model A’s and some oth-

er name brand cars including a Packard, a Pontiac, and a Lincoln.   

After watching the speedsters depart from the starting line, the Lowland Tour ran a short route 

up the beautiful Niles Canyon to Niles Railroad Station in Sunol. Sunol is a small community 

that is unchanged for more than 100 years.  The Niles Railroad runs trains for short rides 

down to Niles and back to Sunol several times a day in open cars.  The depot includes a nice 

museum of history of railroads in the West.  As we left the train depot, the tour leader was left 

in the dust, all the other cars took off. The Tour Leader was beaten out of the parking lot and 

ended up as the tour drag.    

From Sunol, the tour traveled the backroads to downtown Pleasanton and out to the region 

south of Livermore.  Much of this area has wineries, the tour passed Rubino Estates Winery, 

Ruby Hill Winery, Fenestra Winery, Dante Robere Vineyards, Las Positas Vineyards, and 

Wente Vineyards.  At the Lake Del Valle parking area, the tour turned around and back-

tracked to Pleasanton.    

The Tour followed Foothill north to Dublin and took Dublin Canyon Road along 580 West be-

fore turning on Palomares Boulevard back towards Niles.   

Back in Niles the cars parked along the Boulevard near the Flying A Station which was the 

finish line for the Endurance Run.  Lunch was provided at the station while participants waited 

the arrival of the speedsters.  The announcer’s stand at the station was a very original TT 

truck supplied by Gary.   

Many thanks to the volunteers that made this a great day. Thank you! Thank you! 

Peder Jorgensen 



Page 10 

  



Page 11 

  

Model T Put Together Update  6/14/2022 

 

The Model T Put Together vehicle is finished.  It has been moved out of the shop sev-

eral times to try and start. Hand cranking would not accomplish this task, but a push-

starting would.  Bob finally took the carburetor home to test on his Model T and to set 

the mixture needle.  Today, the Model T started by cranking.  The Model T will be 

started several more times to insure easy starting.  The next task is to arrange for one 

or two practice sessions. 
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