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Full  size replica of the Wright Flyer. Seen by SCVMTFC Members at the Hiller Museum on Jan 22nd 

Abraham Lincoln b. February 12, 1809 
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The official newsletter of the Santa 

Clara Valley Model  T Ford Club 

2022 Club Officers 

 President    Barbara Beach  (408) 887-4857 

 Vice President   Oliver Johnson  (650) 269-1518 

 Secretary   Nancy Alens   (408) 205-5806 

 Treasurer   Mary Beaman  (408) 838-9224 

 Backfire Editor  Jim Boyden   (408) 268-4872 

Coordinators 

 Touring   Lynn Alens   (408) 205-5806 

 Programs   Bob Meneely   (650) 948-9301 

 Membership   Ivan Jorgensen  (408) 874-6373 

 Tech and Safety  Dan Smith   (408) 287-3908 

 Endurance Run  Oliver Johnson  (650) 269-1518 

 Lowland Tour  Peder Jorgensen  (408) 358-3398 

 Librarian   Maryann Steele  (408) 867-4393 

 Webmaster   Nikkie Gulko   modeltclub2016@gmail.com  

 Refreshments  Bill Bratt   (650) 341-8859    

 Historian   Lucy Greenberg  (408) 997-0879 

 Sunshine   Helen Christensen  (408) 739-8424 

 Public Relations  Allan Greenberg  (408) 997-0879 

 AAHP    Peder and Maria Jorgensen   (408) 358-3398 

     Allan and Lucy Greenberg      (408) 997-0879 

 Past President  Dan Gulko   modeltclub2016@gmail.com  

The SCVMTFC is a chapter of the Model T Ford Club of America. The club was founded in 1969 to pro-

mote the history and the enjoyment of Henry Ford’s Famous Model T. Meetings are held  7:30 pm, on the  

third Friday of the month, at the First Republic Bank, Los Altos CA. Membership dues are $30 per year. 

Send dues to Ivan Jorgensen, 475 Sunnyoakes Ave. Campbell CA, 95008 or PO Box 2081. Membership 

in the Model T Ford Club of America is encouraged. Dues are $50 per year. Send dues to MTFCA P.O. 

Box 996 Richmond IN 47375-0996. 
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President message February 2023 

Ahhhh.  The rain has subsided.  I know 

we need it, but it is keeping my car in 

the garage way too long! 

January was again a busy month.  We 

started out the month with a board 

meeting where we approved the budg-

et.  Thanks to Mary not only hosting, 

but giving recommendations, we are 

just about at balanced.  We were hap-

py to bring that news to the general 

meeting 

The general meeting had record attendance at the bank meeting room.  We started by 

welcoming Bob Meneely to his new position as Programs Director!  I appreciate his offer-

ing to bring his wealth of knowledge to the group in the form of presentations.  He started 

by hiring Dan Smith, our own tech and safety person, to present about tubes and tires.  

Dan had brought up previously about the lack of luck patching tubes because of new ma-

terials.  He expanded on this and let us know he was going to run a special experiment 

during the hot summer months to find the perfect vulcanizing material.  Can’t wait to hear. 

Just two days later, many of us met for the modern car tour to the Hiller Aviation Muse-

um.  I managed to get a picture that looks like I am flying a 747!!!  Rest assured, this 

plane never left its static display.  There were a number of you who were pilots to explain 

why they needed so many gages.  As with most tours, ice cream was attempted.  Unfor-

tunately the weather had flooded the local Baskin Robbins!  Nonetheless, all went well 

and I thank Lynn Alens for his maiden voyage as tour director.  It was well received. 

Hopefully you have received notice of the February tour being a train ride.  Please sign 

up quickly as it is coming right up on the 4
th
! 

Ok, I need to give credit where credit is due.  Also, if it is not well received, I need to send 

blame appropriately.  This month’s joke was sent to me from my brother.  Any com-

plaints, let me know, I will give you his number. 

Did you know that before the crowbar was invented, crows simply drank at home?!?!? 

Happy Touring all, 

Barbara 
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2023 CALENDAR   (SCVMTFC Tours & Events noted in BOLD) 

Feb 4   Train trip to Sacramento, See flyer next page 

Feb 17  Regular Meeting First Republic Bank *See below 

Mar 17  Regular Meeting First Republic Bank 

Mar 18  Trip to Al Engle Collection in Richmond 

Apr 21  Regular Meeting First Republic Bank 

May 19  Regular Meeting First Republic Bank 

May 20  12 pm, Pot Luck Lunch at the Steeles, See Flyer 

Jun 10/11 Endurance Run and Low Land Tour 

Jun 16  Regular Meeting First Republic Bank 

Jul 4  Independence Day Tour to Svedal 

 

Note: February 17th General Meeting Program will be on collections.   If you have a col-

lection, bring a few samples in to show and tell.  Remember, 3 of something is a collec-

tion.  You probably have collections you did not know about  
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 Model T Memories part 1. 

 

So how did I get into the model T hobby?  Like many I was born into it, but in a different way than most - I 

came from the inside, I’m a Ford Motor Baby.  My Maternal Grandfather worked for Ford , as did my Fa-

ther.  My Paternal grandfather worked for GM (nobody’s perfect, there’s one in every family).    A paternal 

uncle ran a used car lot in Detroit, a challenging profession.  He had a magical Model A cabriolet with no 

end of accessory horns, he’d fill with kids at family weddings driving them along laughing and cheer-

ing.  Other uncles had tool and die works, ran garages, and other business supporting “the big 3”. I grew up 

in a family of auto workers living among auto workers in Michigan.  

 

Childhood memories are filled with Henry Ford’s mechanical marvels. As a boy visiting my uncle on the 

east side of Cleveland one Christmas , a model T snowmobile rolled down the street driven by Santa him-

self, tossing candy canes to all us kids joyfully cheering in the snow. I was never partial to peppermint, but 

that snowmobile lodged in my brain like a bug In a rug (It was the variant with Front tires and skis, dual 

rear. Axle with treads, enclosed steel cab pickup with steel bed, red, such details remain vivid in my mind.)  

 

Our family went to the old car festival at Greenfield Village, where 4 men from Ford assembled a model T 

from parts in 5 minutes and drove it off the field.  In school we took an overnight field trip to the Henry Ford 

Museum , staying in its art deco dormitory overnight.(few know of the beautiful art deco indoor pool, but I 

swam in it). I saw the quadracycle  & admiral Byrds Trimotor in the Henry Ford museum, and later flew a 

TriMotor 20 Yards off the surface of Lake Erie  between port Clinton and Put—in-bay Ohio (sadly it 

crashed only two weeks later getting snagged in the electric lines at the end of the runway).  My third grade 

teacher’s husband had a Model A, and it offered a rumble seat ride to the person who scored highest in class 

that year - so of course I made sure I earned that ride. 

 

However we never had an old Ford, only new ones. Sadly my father was an accountant, the family’s me-

chanical sense had skipped a generation. (I even did the household repairs for him.)  When the subject of an 

old car was broached by me, the refrain was “there’s no parts , you need special tools, you will never find a 

mechanic - and the only place to go is Hershey, but Hershey was filled with crazy people who waste good 

money on rusty junk!”  Like so many people, I had to grow up and learn that not everything my elders told 

me was true.  Deep inside the “put-put-put-Put” of an idling 4 cylinder keep running…waiting. 

 

Next time - My first Model T 

 

Jim Lukash 
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 SCVMTFC Hiller Aviation visit Sunday January 22, 2023 

Our January tour was to the Hiller Avia-

tion Museum in San Carlos.  It was 

billed as a modern car tour due to the 

distance from the south bay and all the 

rainy weather we’ve been having lately.  

Guess what – it was a beautiful sunny 

day and of the 13 cars attending we 

had 2 Model A’s (Beaman’s and Bill 

Bratt) and 1 Model T.  The Meneely’s 

will get the first driving patch of 2023. 

Helicopters are a central part of the mu-

seum because the founder, Stanley 

Hiller Jr. was a pioneer in the world of 

helicopters.  He was born in San Fran-

cisco and built and flew the first helicop-

ter on the west coast in 1944 when he 

was 19 years old.  In addition to building helicopters for customers like the US military, he experimented with 

other things like a collapsible helicopter that could be assembled with bare hands in five minutes.  In the mid 

1960’s, despite being a recognized leader in the industry, he sold his company and became a venture capi-

talist. 

The museum is really well done and I would suggest anyone who has never visited to do so.  It would be a 

great place to take visitors from out of town including the younger generation.  They have lots of activities to 

occupy kids and provide the opportunity for them to learn about aviation. 

We started by checking the Boeing 747 nose cone out on the back patio of the museum.  The lower level has 

displays and a small theater.  Highlight of the upper level is the cockpit complete with all the hundreds of 

gauges, switches and levers the pilots control to fly the plane.  You can sit in the pilot or co-pilot seats and 

pretend to fly an actual wide body airliner.   Not quite sure it will qualify them to fly the airplane but I did see 

several of our members getting an explanation from Bob M about the main controls. 

Inside the main building they have an extensive collection of airplanes and helicopters, each with a story 

board explaining its importance in aviation history.  Gliders from the late 1800’s, experimental airplanes from 

the early 1900’s, many different types of helicopters and even a 1912 Model T Ford Woody fill the floor and 

hang from the ceilings.  Several of the displays are interactive and allow you to sit in a plane or simulate pilot-

ing vintage airplanes or more modern drones.  We’re not going to mention names but several of our mem-

bers were seen in the simulators.  Trust them to drive your model T but I would suggest you not go up in a 

plane if they are the pilot. 

After the museum visit, several cars headed to the pre-planned stop at the local Baskin Robbins.  Unfortu-

nately, the shop was closed because of flood damage from the recent storms.  So, everyone left without a 

treat but were treated later to an exciting NFL playoff game which the 49ers ended up winning. 
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Barbara gets some  

flight instruction on a Boing 747 

Scene at the Museum 
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Dues are Due 

Send Checks (30$), to Ivan Jorgensen 

475 West Sunnyoakes Ave. 

     Campbell, CA 95008 

Notice from your SCVMTFC Treasurer: 

We are now accepting Zelle bank transfers for Dues, Endurance Run or any 

other payments to the Santa Clara Valley Model T Club.  Please use our email 

address modeltclub2016@gmail.com to make the deposit and make sure to 

type into the notes what the transfer is for. 

Again, we can now accept checks, cash or Zelle transfer.  If  you need more in-

formation, please contact Mary Beaman at 408-838-9224. Thank you. 


